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A tugboat assists the Ocean Coral in the Port’s turning basin.
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The artwork on the front cover, A Scene from the
Port of Stockton was donated by the local artist, Gil
Dilenger, in recognition of the Port’s 75th Anniversary.
Dock workers unload a refinery component onto a custom heavy haul trailer.

Cover

quit

1

print

2 0 07: A NOT HER R E M A R K A BL E Y E A R
We are very pleased to report that the Port of
Stockton continues on the most significant
expansion of its operations in our 75-year history;
becoming a true intermodal transportation hub
and further expanding its critical role in the Central
Valley as “California’s Heartland Port”—trading
with more than 55 countries worldwide.
Long-term private sector investment was the
strongest ever, as new projects at the Port surpassed
$750 million in announced projects in a single
year, while negotiations continued with a number
of other companies. In particular, during 2007,
Governor Schwarzenegger personally announced
that United States Gypsum Company will construct
the largest wallboard manufacturing plant in
the world at the Port of Stockton—investing $240
million in construction alone and importing by
ship, approximately one million tons of gypsum
rock from Mexico annually. This project also
represents the largest manufacturing facility
in the history of San Joaquin County.
In addition, Lowe’s HIW, Inc. celebrated the
opening of their new multi-modal distribution
facility, while the Ferguson Enterprises’ 650,000
square foot distribution center, the M & L
Commodities cold storage facility, the $120
million Pacific Ethanol plant, and the Community
Fuels biodeisel processing plant — all began
construction during 2007.
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Other significant achievements were also
accomplished in the maritime sector in 2007.
Most important was the inauguration of the
Port’s direct ship-to-rail service. More than two
miles long, and the largest such facility on the
West Coast, the Port’s dockside rail service
opened handling windmill segments. These
segments are manufactured in Vietnam, shipped
“…When the Port of Stockton
Hosted its First Ocean-Going
Ship, the S.S. Daisy Gray, the
Port was Seen as an Opportunity
to Bring Maritime Commerce
and Quality Jobs to the Citizens
of Stockton and the Greater
San Joaquin Valley.”
to the Port of Stockton, and then loaded directly
onto rail cars bound for Kansas, Texas, and
Wisconsin. The Port also opened the first two
docks at the West Complex that are dredged to
match the ship channel depth of 35 feet mean
low low water. This helped the Port to achieve
the second-best year ever in ship calls and
propel the Port of Stockton to become the
leading small port in California in waterborne
tonnage in 2007. This investment has led to the
creation of hundreds of “family-wage jobs” for
2

Stockton, San Joaquin County, and our Valley.
All of this was accomplished, and more, without
taxing the citizens of the City of Stockton—while
successfully competing with many ports that
actually need to tax their citizens to operate.
In August, the Port also opened the Port of
Stockton Expressway—providing an efficient
connection for cargo traveling from the Port’s
docks to the state and federal highway systems.
In 2007, the Port also inaugurated the Delta
Environmental Enhancements Program — an
aggressive all-encompassing effort to insure
port activities are environmentally efficient.
Under this program, the Port is partnering with
government agencies and tenants to enhance
our environment and includes our unique effort
to provide appropriate properties for businesses
engaged in activities that actually improve the
Central Valley’s air and water quality.
Seventy five years ago, when the Port of
Stockton hosted its first ocean-going ship, the S.S.
Daisy Gray, the Port was seen as an opportunity
to bring maritime commerce and quality jobs to
the citizens of Stockton and the greater San
Joaquin Valley. Through the years, the Port has
experienced the effects of economic depression,
three wars, economic growth, fiscal challenges
and the unprecedented expansion opportunities
with the acquisition of the 1,450 acre West
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Complex. In 2008, the Port will be highlighting
its rich history and the role it now plays as
a vital part of the economic foundation of the
City of Stockton and the Central Valley— as
the remarkable rebirth of “California’s Heartland
Port” continues.

© Turner Photographics, Rich Turner
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Sunset at the Port of Stockton.

Cover

quit

4

print

Contents

shippi ng ac t i v iT Ies : second best i n port histor y
2007 was an excellent year for the Port
of Stockton with ships arriving from
more foreign trading partners than in
any previous year in the Port’s history.
174 ships and 23 barges called on the
Port during the calendar year. Signifi
cantly large cargoes were received
from new trading partners in Ukraine,
Indonesia, Egypt, India, New Zealand,
Chile, Vietnam and Korea.
More than one million metric tons
of cement arrived from China, Thailand
and Taiwan, representing the largest
imported commodity. However, due
to slowing in housing construction,
the Port’s cement imports were lower
than 2006’s payloads. Also impacted
by the drop in construction activities
were incoming shipments of steel and
lumber products. Despite the decline
of incoming construction materials,
the Port still realized its second best
year in its 75-year history.
Rice exports reached a new milestone
when the Port celebrated the shipment
of one million metric tons of rice since
the year 2000. The California-grown
rice was shipped primarily to Japan,

Cover

but outgoing cargoes also departed
for New Guinea.
Sulfur remained the largest outbound
commodity with more than 256,000
metric tons shipped during the calendar
year to Central America, Brazil, West
Africa and India.
During 2007, the Port of Stockton
began receiving cargo containing con
struction materials to be used for plant
construction for some of the Port’s
newest tenants, including Pacific Ethanol
and Ferguson Enterprises. Other incom
ing cargoes included large components
for the construction of alternative-power
wind turbine parts. The components
were bound for destinations in Kansas,
Texas and Wisconsin and were unloaded
from their ships directly to rail cars.
The Port offers the longest on-dock
rail in the Western United States.
Incoming shipments of liquid
nitrogen and ammonia increased
significantly from 563,000 tons in 2006
to more than 596,000 tons in 2007.
Ammonia became the Port’s third
largest incoming commodity, with an
increase of 46 percent to more than
235,000 metric tons.
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DR EDGI NG PROJEC T COM PL ET ED AT DOCK S 14 & 1 5
Nearly 60 tons of metal debris were
removed from the waters of the Delta.
In addition, more than 130,000 cubic
yards of sediment were removed from
the bottom of the channel and placed
within the Port’s dredge material holding
site on Roberts Island along with the
water removed during the process. As
part of the project, rigorous testing
of captured water was conducted to
determine if ground water quality
was affected. No adverse effects were
detected. Once the material dries, it
will then be sold to various contractors
for approved construction projects.
A 16-inch electric-powered hydraulic
dredge was used which had a wheelshaped cutting head that dislodged the
sediments which were then sucked into
a pipe that traveled three miles to the
Port’s approved dredge material holding
site. The Port also elected to use electricpowered dredging equipment because
it provided the environmental advantages
of reduced noise and air pollutants for
the duration of the project.

During 2007, the Port of Stockton
continued to improve its facilities for
incoming vessels with the commence
ment of dredging projects to increase the
depth of the West Complex waterways.
In August, the Port began dredging
at Docks 14 and 15 with the goal of
increasing the depth of the dock area
from about 24 feet to 35 feet, which is
equal to the federally authorized channel
depth. The Port was successful in
obtaining the required permits from
the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers
and the Central Valley Regional Water
Quality Control Board. Once the project
was completed, the way was cleared
for greater access by large ocean-going
ships to use the docks along the West
Complex and allowed the Port to
create more family-wage jobs on the
waterfront. These docks are to be used
by one of the Port’s newest tenants,
U. S. Gypsum, to receive construction
materials needed to build their new
facilities as well as import raw materials
for use in the manufacturing of their
products.
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Windmill components on the Port’s two mile direct ship-to-rail facility.
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A summer sunset at the Port of Stockton.
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NE W PORT T EN A N TS BUIL D NE W FACIL IT IES
United States Gypsum Co. to
Build Wallboard Plant at the Port
The Port of Stockton was selected in
2007 as the location for the world’s larg
est drywall manufacturing line. It will
operate on 90 acres near the center of
the West Complex with 170 employees
once construction is completed in 2010.
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
personally thanked USG Co. President
James Metcalf for selecting Stockton
as the home for the Chicago-based
building materials company’s $220
million wallboard manufacturing plant
at a special news conference in the
Governor’s office.
The USG plant represents San Joaquin
County’s largest private manufacturing
investment ever. Over the next three
years, construction of the plant will
employ more than 2,000 workers and
put millions of dollars into the local
economy.
The manufacturing plant proposes
to meet the highest standards of envi
ronmental responsibility, recycling 100
percent of its production waste and
using recycled materials to construct
the drywall.
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M&L Commodities Plans
Cold Storage Warehouse
and Distribution
A warehouse and distribution center
with more than 400,000 square feet of
space for chilling and freezing food
products began construction at the
Port of Stockton in 2007.
M&L Commodities of Modesto plans
$40 million of development under a
50-year lease unanimously approved
by the Stockton Port Commission.
The facility is to be operated by
M&L as Inland Cold Storage, based in
Riverside, California. It will handle fruit,
produce, meats and all types of food
products in four warehouses on more
than 18 acres at the Port.
Customers will include farmers,
producers and grocery companies of
which there are an abundance in the
agricultural hub of the Central Valley.
The project is expected to create
between 75 and 100 new jobs, while
dockage and wharf fees will produce
an estimated $1.5 million per year in
additional revenue.
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en v ironm en ta l progr a m s r e ach ne w heights
California Coastal Cleanup Day
Annually, the Environmental Staff at the
Port of Stockton organizes local support
for, and participates in, the Coastal
Cleanup Day. The Port of Stockton held
its Coastal Cleanup Day on September
14, 2007, which was attended by the
Port Environmental Staff, its support
staff, and other volunteers. Throughout
the day, volunteers gathered and
removed trash and debris discarded
along the roadways and waterways
near the Port. Approximately forty
yards of trash, metal debris, tires,
and appliances were removed during
this event.

Nest Boxes
In 2007, the Port established its Barn
Owl Nest Box Program. The goal of
the program is to enhance the barn
owl population, and therefore natural
rodent control, by providing suitable
nesting locations throughout the Port.
As of October 2007, the results thus
far have been outstanding. Estimates
conclude that collectively the boxes
housed about 20 owls and during the
last nesting season, four of the ten nest
boxes were used to rear young owls.
Dock 20 Aerator
In 2007, the California Department
of Water Resources and the Port of
Stockton completed final testing of the
aeration device located at Dock 20
on the West Complex. The aerator is
now fully operational and capable of
supplying 10,000 pounds of oxygen
per day to the aquatic environment to
alleviate low dissolved oxygen levels
that can sometime afflict the Delta.
This aeration device will improve the
living conditions for migrating fish and
other species residing in the Delta
waterways.

Port of Stockton
Storm Water Open House
The Port of Stockton’s “Storm Water
Day” was held on September 27, 2007.
Storm Water Day was open to all tenants,
contractors, Port Staff, and was attended
by approximately 300 people. The event
featured vendors, vendor demonstra
tions, workshops, food, and education
material.
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An Egret rests in front of Port warehouses.
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From its earliest settlement in the late 1840s, Stockton
has been linked to the wider world by the San Joaquin
River. During the Gold Rush, hopeful Argonauts sailed to
Stockton from San Francisco on their way to the Sierra’s
foothills. When farming replaced mining as Stockton’s
economic impetus in the 1860s, the river was seen as the
natural artery by which the region’s agricultural bounty
and industrial output could be carried around the globe. In

When the 240-foot coastal lumber schooner SS DAISY
GRAY tied up along Public Wharf No. 3 on February 2, 1933
she sailed into the history books as the first ocean-going
vessel to call at California’s first inland seaport.

February 1933 was the worst month of the Great Depression,
and the Port did not register a profit until the fiscal year of
1936–37. Nevertheless, it continued to expand its terminal
area throughout the decade.

In 1933 the Port could accommodate three ships along
its 1,440 feet of wharf and that year it handled just under
310,000 tons of cargo.

By 1940 the berthing capacity had grown to eight vessels;
specialized facilities had been built for handling grain,
cotton, lumber and cement; and nearly 720,000 tons of
cargo moved in and out of the Port.

1925, Stockton voters passed a $1.3 million bond measure
to help create a Deep Water Channel through the Delta and
build the Port of Stockton. The dredging operations began
in April of 1930 and wherever possible the ship channel
route coincided with existing waterways. By 1933 nearly
22,000,000 cubic yards of material had been excavated,
and the 100-foot wide, 16-foot Deep Water Channel from
the Golden Gate to Stockton was complete.

Cover

quit

12

print

Contents

U.S. Military presence expanded greatly following Pearl
Harbor, and before the war ended in 1945, the Army, Air
Force and Navy all were operating in and around the Port.
Between 1944 and 1945 the Navy acquired and developed
Rough and Ready Island as a Naval Supply Annex.

The Port of Stockton experienced a tremendous upsurge in
business after the war’s end thanks to a number of Port-led
initiatives. The most significant move in this direction was
its expansion of the handling, storage and shipment of
liquid and dry bulk materials.

New facilities for the blending of molasses into animal
feed supplements and bulk wine storage were also built.
Two bulk terminals for iron ore and coal were constructed,
and a second grain terminal was opened in 1955.

The economic success the Port had enjoyed in its first two
decades following WWII began to wane in the late 1960s for
a host of reasons. The 1970s saw the further expansion of
facilities and dredging of the Deepwater Channel to a depth
of 37 feet making the Port more accessible to larger vessels.
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In 1956, the Port acquired the 257 acres of land that had
been the Stockton Ordinance Depot and brought in industries
and rather unique cargoes wishing to take advantage of the
property’s proximity to the Port’s docks and railways.
A late 1940s promotional photo by Sunkist at the Port of
Stockton. Today, the Port of Stockton handles more than
seven million tons of cargo annually, making it the busiest
small port in California. It does business with more than
50 countries around the world and provides employment
to some 4,500 men and women.
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SEC U R IT Y OPER AT IONS SU R PA SS FEDER A L R EGU L AT IONS
Automated access control gates and
a remotely monitored video camera
system provide for quick and easy
response to breaches of security. They
also provide for quick and timely
processing of persons needing access
to the secure maritime facilities on a
24-hour, seven-day-per-week schedule.
In addition, a digitally recorded video
system provides the ability to record
and review activities captured by the
cameras.
Security however does not come
without a price. The Port of Stockton
has invested operating revenues and
grant funding to achieve mandated
security goals. Also, like other ports in
our nation, increases in operational
funding required security fee assess
ments, and state/federal grant funding
to sustain long-term security goals.
Over the course of the year, all of
the critical security requirements and
challenges were met on time and as
prescribed by law. Today, the Port of
Stockton is in full compliance with
applicable regulations and is providing
optimum security for the Port and its
clientele.

During 2007, the Port of Stockton
continued its commitment to comply
with the United States Department of
Homeland Security and United States
Coast Guard regulations by improving
overall port security. The focus has
been to enhance security through
improved access control, perimeter
security, remotely operated video
surveillance, and increased internal
security. The port tested its security
posture by successfully participating
in the Golden Guarding 2007 full-scale
security exercise.
The addition of new businesses and
the opening of the Port of Stockton
Expressway provide a changing face
to challenge the security providers.
The Port of Stockton has met the
challenges by enhancing the police
force through the training and profi
ciency testing of its academy trained
officers and security technicians. The
Port’s award winning Canine Unit,
supporting the Port’s Marine Unit
compliment the overall security for
the Port and surrounding community.
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The Port Police patrol the Port 24 hours a day.
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The Port hosted the Ringling Bros. & Barnum & Bailey circus train in August. The elephant walk began at the Port and ended in downtown Stockton.
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PORT HOSTS COM MUNIT Y E V EN TS & DIGNITA R IES
A number of significant events
recognizing the progress of the Port
occurred in 2007, ranging from a
press conference with Governor Arnold
Schwarzenegger, a visit by Assistant
Secretary of Commerce Sandy K. Baruah,
recognition of Congressman Dennis
Cardoza, and a number of dignitaries
attending the ceremonial opening of
the Port of Stockton Expressway.
In March, Governor Schwarzenegger
announced that the United States
Gypsum Company intended to build
the largest wallboard plant in the
world at the Port of Stockton, and
import by ship one million tons of
gypsum rock a year from Mexico. The
$240 million plant will operate at
the highest environmental standards,
employ more than 2,000 workers
during the construction phase, and
directly employ 170 workers while
supporting more than 500 jobs region
ally. Attending the news conference
was Stockton Port Director Richard
Aschieris and U.S. Gypsum President
James Metcalf.
In May, the Port recognized Congress
man Dennis Cardoza with the Port of

Cover

Stockton Renaissance Award for his
significant support of the Port’s efforts
to create family-wage jobs in the San
Joaquin Valley. Prior to the ceremony,
the Congressman was briefed about
construction activities at the $120 million
Pacific Ethanol site at the Port, which
is expected to be completed in 2008.
Following the briefing, Congressman
Cardoza received the Renaissance Award
at a ceremony at the Commander’s
House at the West Complex.
In August, the Port celebrated the
opening of the Port of Stockton
Expressway, which for the first time
directly linked the docks of the Port to
the state and federal highway system.
The highlight of the ceremony was the
“Parade of Trucks” consisting of trucks
owned by port tenants and a variety
of vintage trucks. The Expressway is
expected to lower the number of trucks
having to use streets in the nearby
Boggs Tract neighborhood. Pictured
in the upper right photograph is a 1946
Mack Truck owned by Mr. William
Trezza, Chief Executive Officer of the
Bank of Agriculture and Commerce,
the Port’s bank.
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2 0 07 I N R E V IE W: PORT STAT IST ICS
TOTAL WATERBORNE TONNAGE
FOR CALIFORNIA SMALL PORTS
Stockton
3,376,628
San Diego
3,349,491
San Francisco
1,620,231
Redwood City
1,436,626
Hueneme
1,383,144
Sacramento
880,973
Humboldt
640,099
Richmond
318,125

In 2007, the Port of Stockton became the busiest small port in California.
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Unloading the SCF Tobolsk at berth 7/8 at the Port of Stockton.

Cover

quit

19

print

Contents

An aerial view of the Port of Stockton cement import facilities.
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2 0 07 I N R E V IE W: PORT STAT IST ICS
OUTBOUND TRADING PARTNERS
Total Tonnage: 419,249 Metric Tons

INBOUND TRADING PARTNERS
Total Tonnage: 2,403,219 Metric Tons
China
930,448
Taiwan
303,491
Trinidad
234,776
Thailand
165,436
Norway
154,181
Japan
123,175
Australia
85,439
Russia
52,254
Ukraine
44,786
Lithuania
40,837
Indonesia
30,178
Egypt
27,453
India
26,589
New Zealand
26,540
Other
157,636

China
227,543

Japan
162,433

Mexico
16,513

Brazil
12,760
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2 0 07 I N R E V IE W: PORT STAT IST ICS
INBOUND COMMODITIES
Total Tonnage: 2,403,219 Metric Tons

OUTBOUND COMMODITIES
Total Tonnage: 419,249 Metric Tons

Cement
1,224,548

Sulphur
256,690

Liquid Fertilizer
344,350
Anhydrous
Ammonia
251,781
Steel Products
185,365

Bagged
Rice
130,006

Molasses
174,735
Bagged/Bulk
Fertilizer
127,363
Bulk Rice
25,616
Sunflower Seed
19,819

Scrap
Steel
32,427

Windmills
18,743
Lumber
15,425
Pebbles
9,339

Other
126

Project Cargo
6,135
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Dock workers highlight one million tons of exported rice in 2007.

Cover

quit

23

print

Contents

A longshoreman detaches a refinery
component from a ship’s deck.
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2 0 07 I N R E V IE W: PORT STAT IST ICS
CARGO TYPES & PROPERTY LEASING
Total Revenues: $34,138,908

REVENUE CENTERS
Total Revenues: $34,138,908

Property
Management
$14,668,637

Terminal
$15,227,675

Dry Bulk
Cargo
$7,958,130

Property
Management
$14,668,637

General
Cargo
$6,134,589
Warehouse
$1,722,428

Liquid
Bulk Cargo
$2,857,385

Other
$2,520,168
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Other
$2,520,168
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port of stock ton T E A M 2 0 07
EXECUTIVE
Richard Aschieris,
Port Director
Jeff Kaspar,
Deputy Port Director,
Properties and
Environmental
Cheryl Taylor,
Deputy Port Director,
Finance and Administration
Mark Tollini,
Deputy Port Director,
Trade and Operations
Yvonne Ishimoto,
Assistant to the Director/
Secretary to the Board
Misty Escobar
Victoria Lucero
Barbara Snyder
ACCOUNTING
Dianna Baker, Controller
Michelle Bowling,
Assistant Controller
Jeannine Anchartechahar
Esmeralda Correa
Rita Hernandez
Kristy Krause
Maria Perez
JAN PERRYMAN*
COMMERCIAL
EXCHANGE CLUB
Beverly McConnell,
Commercial Exchange Club
& Special Events Manager
Tim Montgomery,
Golf Course Manager
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ENVIRONMENTAL AND
REGULATORY AFFAIRS
Jeff Wingfield,
Environmental Manager
Jason Cashman
Rita Koehnen
FACILITIES
MAINTENANCE AND
CONSTRUCTION
Gary Gentry, Director of
Facilities Maintenance and
Construction
Tim Loveland,
Facilities Maintenance and
Construction Manager/
Safety Officer
Jazoé Quintal
Juan Villanueva
Scott Ballard
Bob Belmont
Gary Capehart
Steve Cookerly
David Gentry
Randall Hawley
Kazuo Higashi
Mike Holmes
Gary Johnston
Joe Luke
Bob Myers
Ricardo Navarro
Eric Osterlie
Alejandro Perez
Charles Piggee
Vern Ragsdale
Pete Ramirez, Jr.
Joe Rhodd
Steve Trindade
David Zendejas
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HUMAN RESOURCES
Christeen Ferree, Human
Resources Manager
Katie Cowan
Melanie Rodriguez

INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY
Jim Cooper, Information
Technology Manager
Myra Lang
Dennis LeClert
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MARKETING
William P. Lewicki,
Director of Marketing

OPERATIONS
Mike Tyler,
Operations Manager
Lenny Fabor,
Traffic Manager
Chris Mountjoy,
Terminal Superintendent
Bodie Gonsales,
Assistant Superintendent
Randy Jerwa,
Assistant Superintendent
Mike Miller,
Assistant Superintendent
Jeff Vine,
Assistant Superintendent
Linda Cook
Larry Lockmiller
Jill McAuliffe
Kyle Moutray
Daniel Bautista
Cecilio Gomez
Eduardo Gomez
Victor Gomez
Jason Gonsales
Michael Lopez
Stacy Mathis
Alfredo Maya
Giovanni Maya
Everardo Mendoza
Alfredo Montanez
Raul Montanez
Sam Montanez
Samuel Montanez
David Rodriguez
PORT POLICE
George F. Lerner, Jr.,
Chief of Police
Steve Nichols, Lieutenant
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Mike Archibeque
Noel Aviles
Lacy Biglow
Suzanne Craig
Fritz Encluna
Billy Hutton
Timothy Ivey
Rick LeChuga
Jim May
Jim Mitchell
Tyler Moua
Edward Naldoza
Kerry Nicholas
Tony Novaresi
Leslee Rogers
Allen Standley
Darrel Wade
Wally Wallick
PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT
Steve Escobar,
Properties Manager
Debbie Calli
PURCHASING AND
GENERAL SERVICES
Erin Potter,
Purchasing and General
Services Manager
Judy Baumann
Janice Dias
Melissa Honey
SPECIAL PROJECTS
Henry McKay,
Special Projects Manager
*2 007 Employee of the
Year
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P.O. Box 2089, Stockton, CA 95201-2089 • 2201 West Washington Street, Stockton, CA 95203
www.portofstockton.com  E-mail: portmail@stocktonport.com • (209) 946-0246 • (800) 334-3213 • Fax: (209) 465-7244

The Port of Stockton received the prestigious AWARD OF EXCELLENCE for its 2006 Annual Report by the American Association of Port Authorities
at its 2007 awards competition. There were only three Awards of Excellence given for Annual Reports in 2007 throughout the U.S and Canada.
The Port of Stockton received the 2007 ENVIRONMENTAL EXCELLENCE AWARD for its effort in developing a series of training videos to educate
Port employees, Longshore workers, and Port tenants on stormwater pollution prevention.
The Port of Stockton’s security division received MULTIPLE AWARDS at the 2007 Manteca Police K-9 Trials and the 2007 Stockton Police K-9 Trials.
The Government Finance Officers Association of the United States and Canada has awarded the Stockton Port District with a
CERTIFICATE OF ACHIEVEMENT FOR EXCELLENCE IN FINANCIAL REPORTING for the Port’s comprehensive annual financial report for
the 2007 fiscal year. This was the seventh consecutive year that the Port Stockton District has achieved this prestigious award.

We would appreciate your opinion about this year’s Annual Report. Our web site, www.portofstockton.com,
has a Feedback link on the Annual Reports web page. Please send us your comments and questions.
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