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I. POLICY 

  

The Port Police Department shall monitor and observe the movement of vessels at the Port docks, receive and/or make 

appropriate notifications pertaining to such vessel movements, and submit documentation of such movements. 

II.  PROCEDURES 

A. Definitions 

i. Bow--The forward, or front, part of a vessel. 

ii. Draft--The depth, in feet or meters, that a vessel rests in the water, measured from the surface of the water to 

the bottom of the vessel. 

iii. Linemen--A crew of Longshoremen employed to secure a vessel's mooring lines to, or release lines from, a 

dock. 

iv. Pilot--A person employed by a vessel owner or agent to guide the vessel into and out of a port or other area. 

v. Port--The left side of a vessel when facing the bow of the vessel. 

vi. Starboard--The right side of a vessel when facing the bow of the vessel. 

vii. Stern--The aft, or rear, part of a vessel. 

viii. Vessel Haul-The movement of a docked vessel a short distance along the dock, utilizing the vessel's mooring 

lines and deck machinery.  This movement does not require use of a pilot, and generally does not require the 

use of tugs. 

ix. Vessel Shift-The movement of a vessel from one dock to another within the Port, requiring the complete 

release from one dock and re-securing at the other. This movement requires the use of a pilot and (generally) 

tugboats, and notification of the Vessel Traffic Center. 

 

B. Notifications 

i. Port Police will receive notification of a pending vessel movement from Port Operations Staff, Shipping 

Agents, vessel Pilot or Captain, Marine Exchange, Coast Guard Vessel Traffic Center, or stevedoring  

company representatives. 

ii. The head Lineman will be notified two (2) hours before a scheduled movement requiring line service 

(including arrival of ocean barges). 

C. NOTE:  Lineman notification is not required for movement of river barges or for shift, haul or departure of ocean 

barges. 

i. If a specific tug company is requested, the company will be notified at the time of the request. 

ii. Other vessels at the Port docks or transiting the Stockton Channel will be notified via telephone,  radio, or in 

person one hour prior to the passing of a moving vessel. 

iii. Port Police Patrol Officers will be notified of impending vessel movements by the Communications Officer, 

and will stand by at the dock in order to observe the movement and report any problems or unusual 

occurrences. 

iv. The Coast Guard Vessel Traffic Center will be notified upon the arrival of any vessel and 1/2 hour before 

other movements. 

v. The Stockton Fire Department will be notified when a vessel is taking on fuel at a Port dock. 

 



D. Documents 

i. Vessel Movement Report (examples attached) entries will be made as the events occur or notifications are 

made or received.   The appropriate form will be initiated by the Communications Officer receiving 

notification of the movement, and signed by the Officer making the final entries upon completion of the 

movement.   Some information needed for completion of the form (ETA's, vessel draft, etc.)  will be obtained 

from the Pilot. 

ii. Any specific docking instructions will be recorded on the Vessel Movement Report and on the Line Service 

form as soon as they are received. 

iii. Upon completion of the movement, an entry will be made in the Vessel Traffic  Log book.  Shifts and Hauls 

require entries for a departure and an arrival. 

iv. Information  or events not given a specific place on the Vessel Movement Report  will be noted in the 

Remarks section of the form. 

v. A "Notification  for Delivery of Bunker Fuel"  form will be completed whenever fuel is delivered  to a vessel 

at the Port docks. 

E. Radio Communications 

i. Normal radio communications  between the Port of Stockton and vessels transiting  the Stockton Channel 

will be conducted on Marine Channel 18A (156.900 Mhz). 

ii. Port Police patrol units will monitor Channel 18A while vessels are moving in the Port area. 

iii. Radio messages between the Port and vessels transiting the Stockton Channel will be noted on the Radio Log. 


