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I.      POLICY 

The Port of Stockton  Police Department will maintain and utilize a K-9 Unit.  The K-9's will be used 

in patrol operations for the following purposes: 

A Officer safety 

B.  Apprehension of fleeing suspects 

C.  Search for suspects 

D. Approved crowd control 

E.  Public relations demonstrations 

F.  Approved assistance to outside agencies for the above purposes 

 

II.      PROCEDURES 

A.  Staffing the K-9 Unit 

1.  The K-9 Unit will be directed by a K-9 Coordinator appointed by and reporting to 

the Deputy Chief of Police. 

2. Working in cooperation  with the K-9 Coordinator and the Deputy Chief will be a 

designated Department K-9 Trainer. 

 

B.  Obtaining Dogs 

1.  All dogs to be used by the K-9 Unit shall be purchased by the Port of Stockton. 

2.  All dogs used will remain property of the Port of Stockton while in service. 

 

C. Services and Supplies 

The following services and supplies will be furnished to K-9 handlers at Port expense: 

1.  Dog run constructed at the handler's residence of size and materials approved by the 

Department 

2.  Dog food for the Police K-9 only, in an amount reasonable for the size and weight 

of the dog, to be obtained by the handler from a dealer approved by the Department.  

Special foods may be obtained upon advice from the approved veterinarian.  The K-9 

Coordinator will be notified of any such requirements. 



 

3.  Leashes, collars, harnesses, etc. may be obtained at Port expense with approval of 

the K-9 Coordinator, and remain Department property. 

4.  Kenneling at an approved facility if the handler vacations out of town and other 

arrangements cannot be made for care of the dog.  The handler must notify the K-9 

Coordinator prior to kenneling. 

5. Veterinary services for routine and emergency medical care and necessary grooming.  

The veterinarian currently authorized is: 

 

VILLAGE VETERINARY HOSPITAL 

3125 West Benjamin Holt Drive 

 

If a situation arises that necessitates veterinary services from any other source, prior 

approval must be obtained from the K-9 Coordinator. 

D.  Training 

1.  Training will be supervised by the Department Trainer.  Training sessions will be on 

alternate Tuesdays and Thursdays, up to three (3) hours per session, except the second 

week of each month 

2.  There will be an eight (8) hour training session held in conjunction with the Stockton 

Police Department K-9 unit on the second Wednesday of each month. 

3. Each K-9 handler is required to attend the eight hour training as a regular duty day, 

and at least two of the three-hour sessions each month. 

4.  Training needs or operational demands may dictate variation from the normal 

training schedule.  Additional training requiring the Department Trainer will be cleared 

through the K-9 Coordinator. 

5.  The following actions require the approval of the K-9 Coordinator: 

(a)  Training of a Port owned dog or handler through any source or agency 

other than the Port of Stockton Police Department. 

(b)  Designation of a dog as officially "in training" for use in the K-9 Unit. 

(c)  Designation of a dog as "field ready" for use in the K-9 Unit.  This 

additionally requires a written recommendation by the Department Trainer and 

final approval of the Deputy Chief of Police. 

 

E.  Use of Police K-9's 

Properly utilized dogs serve as a valuable resource to the police service.  Their use shall be 

administered with sound police practices in mind. K-9 use should be tempered with awareness 

of public sensitivity and occasional outright fear of dogs.  Every effort must be made to prevent 

unnecessary confrontation with the public. The following guidelines shall determine intended 

use of Port of Stockton Police K-9's. 

1. Officer Personal Safety 

The police K-9 offers safety to the officer in that it can deter potential assailants and 

come to the officer's aid when an assault occurs.  As with any police weapon, the K-9 



 

should be used only when it appears obvious that other less aggressive means of 

defense would not be effective, i.e.: negotiation or physical restraint. 

2.  Apprehension of a Fleeing Suspect. 

The decision to send a police K-9 in pursuit of a fleeing suspect will rest with the 

handler, who shall take into consideration the crime committed, urgency of 

apprehension, apparent age of the person fleeing and the possibility of halting the 

suspect verbally, i.e.: warning the suspect that if he or she does not stop, the K-9 will 

be ordered to pursue the suspect and that a bite will occur. 

3.  Search 

(a)  If an officer determines that a need exists for a police K-9 to search an area 

or building for a suspect, the officer shall first determine that the suspect is 

contained to a specific area or building. 

(b)  Once containment is established, the officer should assure that the area or 

building does not become contaminated with the scent of officers, alarm 

company personnel, or other persons. The K-9 search will be more effective if 

other persons stay out of the search area prior to the K-9's approach. 

(c)  Upon arrival of the K-9, the officer in charge of the scene shall apprise the 

K-9 handler of the details, i.e.:  point of entry, where suspect was last observed, 

description, etc. 

(d)  Prior to release of the K-9, the handler and/or other officer designated by 

the handler shall shout a warning using the most effective method (P.A system, 

bullhorn, voice, etc.), including the following: "This is the Port Police 

Department.  Come out now or we will send in the dog.  When he finds you, he 

will bite you." 

(e)  If a suspect is located, the handler will assure that no unnecessary bites by 

the K-9 occur.  K-9's are not to be given "reward" bites for a find.  If a bite 

occurs, treatment and reporting of the details shall be done in accordance with 

this document.  

4.  Approved Crowd Control 

Respect for public sensitivity (and often outright fear) of dogs requires that 

unnecessary exposure and confrontation with citizens be avoided. In such instances, 

therefore, dogs will be deployed only with the express approval of the supervisor in 

charge of the incident.  The supervisor will determine whether K-9 use will be 

effective, using the following guidelines: 

(a)  Are available resources sufficient to effectively control the crowd? 

(b)  Could the crowd be more effectively controlled if dogs were deployed? 

(c)  Is there an immediate threat to life and/or property than could be mitigated 

by the use of dogs? 

 

5.  Mutual Aid Requests 

(a)  A request by another agency for use of a Port Police K-9 shall be cleared 

through the Shift Supervisor.  Final evaluation of the request shall be by the K-

9 handler.  It is the handler's responsibility to know the capabilities and 

limitations of his/her dog. 



 

(b)  Whenever possible, handlers shall attempt to assist outside agencies.  If the 

request is beyond the capabilities of the dog, or is otherwise unreasonable, 

rejection of the request and specific reasons shall be communicated to the Shift 

Supervisor. 

(c)  If a Port Police K-9 is to be used to assist another agency, the operation 

shall be conducted in accordance with the Port Police Policies and Procedures.  

6. Public Demonstrations 

All requests for K-9 demonstrations shall be made to the K-9 Coordinator.  The 

Coordinator will determine whether the demonstration is possible, and will make any 

necessary arrangements. 

F.  Securing Police K-9's 

1.  Securing on Duty 

When a police K-9 is not directly involved in a police function or imminent use is not 

reasonable anticipated, the dog shall be properly secured in the police vehicle. Common 

sense and sound judgement shall dictate when a handler will leave a window open for 

potential exit of the K-9.  Accidental bites and/or incidents resulting from an unwanted 

exit must be anticipated.  Responsibility for these considerations rests with the handler. 

2.  Off Duty Activity 

(a)  When the K-9 is off duty, it should be secured in the run provided for that 

purpose.  This does not preclude the dog from being allowed out of the run at 

the handler's discretion, considering the safety of the public and of the dog. The 

handler shall ensure against confrontations between the public and off-duty 

dogs. 

(b)  Handlers reporting for duty shall have their dogs with them, precluding the 

need for returning to the handler's residence to pick up the dog while on duty. 

The dog shall remain with the handler during the shift, unless operational needs 

require the dog be secured in one of the Port kennels. If the handler is to be 

assigned to a function other than patrol duty (Communications Center, 

training, etc.), the dog will be left at the handler's residence, or secured in a 

Port  kennel.  

3.  K-9 Transportation 

(a)  Handlers shall use sound judgement in the method of transporting dogs to 

and from work or other assignments, considering the safety of the public and 

the K-9.  The K-9 shall be prevented from exiting the vehicle or biting, and if 

the handler anticipates leaving the dog in a vehicle for a period of time, the 

vehicle shall be secured to prevent confrontation with the public.  Use of a 

transportation  container (dog box) is suggested. 

(b)  When a handler wishes to take a department K-9 out of town on other 

than official business (vacation, etc.) permission will be obtained from the K-9 

Coordinator.   During such travel, measures will be used to prevent 

confrontation  with the public. 

 

G.  Dog Bites/Incidents 

1.  Bite Victims 



 

(a)  All bites inflicted to persons by Port Police K-9's, whether on or off-duty, 

shall be reported in writing to the Deputy Chief of Police via the K-9 

Coordinator, as soon as possible.  A "Canine Bite Report" will be submitted. 

(See copy appended to this order.). 

(b)  The K-9 handler is responsible for assuring than medical treatment is 

provided for dog bite victims when necessary.  If circumstances are such that 

the handler cannot directly obtain the treatment, the handler will notify the 

Shift Supervisor, who will assure the treatment. 

(c)  If a bite involves a skin puncture, suffered by a suspect or any other 

person, the handler will notify the K-9 Coordinator, who will notify the San 

Joaquin Local Health District.  

2.  Incidents 

(a)  Any incident involving a Port Police K-9 which could be expected to cause 

injury to any person, either physical or emotional, or a claim of such injury, 

shall be reported by the handler involved.  The report will be in writing and 

directed to the Deputy Chief of Police via the K-9 Coordinator.   The report 

will include name, address, work and home telephone numbers and statement of 

each witness, details of the incident, and results of any subsequent investigation 

or follow-up. 

(b)  Incidents requiring reporting include, but are not limited to: 

(1)  A police K-9 chasing a person, even if no bite occurs.  If the person 

is a suspect, the information may be included in the officer's Crime 

Report or Daily Report. 

(2)  A police K-9 chasing or injuring another animal 

(3)  A police K-9 causing damage to property. 

H.  Removal From Duty 

1.  The Chief of Police, Deputy Chief of Police, or K-9 Coordinator may, at 

his discretion, place a K-9 on Administrative Leave.  This action can be taken 

for a variety of reasons including, but not limited to, a questionable action or 

behavior of the dog.  A handler will not use a dog placed on Administrative 

Leave, until cleared to do so. 

 

2.  Intentional abuse or neglect of a Port owned K-9 will not be tolerated.  Any 

handler found guilty of these offenses will be subject to disciplinary action, up 

to and including termination from the Department 


