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STORM WATER UPDATE
PRIORITIES IN STORM WATER
2020 is a year that no one will soon forget. It has caused many to adapt and to change normal
practices, reevaluate old ones, and reflect on how best to move forward. The storm water industry
is no exception, as California Storm Water Quality Association (CASQA) has recently stated in their
new document, Vision for Sustainable Storm Water Management, “COVID-19 has forced the
fundamental question – what are the essential actions that need to be taken? It is not a question of
doing more or doing less. It is a question of priorities and effectiveness. Storm water permits need
to fundamentally shift to identifying prioritized outcomes and the actions that are effective in
achieving those outcomes.” This newsletter contains notes and suggestions on how to achieve
those effective outcomes.

An updated vision
CASQA’s new Vision document on “sustainable storm water
management” defines “sustainability” this way: “Sustainability
satisfies the needs of the present without compromising the
capacity of future generations, guaranteeing the balance
between economic growth, care for the environment, and
social well-being.” To achieve this type of management,
CASQA details 4 guiding principles that they deem necessary
for storm water management in 2021 and beyond. The
adjacent white box contains these 4 guiding principles:

What this means for you

Principle #1: Program Implementation Projects and
programs that use stormwater as a resource, protect water
quality and beneficial uses, and efficiently minimize pollution
are critical for sustainable stormwater management.
Principle #2: Permits, Regulations, and Legislation Permits,
regulations, and legislation need to focus on effectiveness
and desired outcomes to support sustainable stormwater
management.
Principle #3: Public Education Public awareness,
understanding, and support is essential to sustainable
stormwater management.
Principle #4: Funding Significant financial investment is
required to achieve sustainable stormwater management.

While much of CASQA’s Vision document is written for those working specifically in the storm water industry,
what your site can focus on are the Action Steps detailed in Principle’s 1 and 2 (see pg. 14-16 in the Vision
document). These action steps explain why we should focus on eliminating sources of pollution on our sites
rather than relying solely on Best Management Practices (BMPs) to screen out pollutants. While further action
steps will be added under Principle #2, a question your site may ask is, “What can we do to make sure our BMPs
function as our last defense, rather than our only defense? What can we do on our site that makes it more
difficult for various materials to reach our BMPs in the first place?”
Part of the reason to ask yourself this question is because CASQA and other storm water regulatory agencies are
reevaluating how policies should change if standard BMPs are deemed ineffective.

Today’s Action steps

One way to get ahead of the game in regards to the above
principles is to examine your site’s secondary containment.
This is especially valuable as the rainy season is now in full force. An important goal of your site
should be to keep your secondary containment clean and dry. If your site’s secondary
containment is exposed to rain, it will fill with water. When this happens, it technically is no
longer secondary containment, and if the water is contaminated with something hazardous like
oil, then it is now a hazardous waste. If possible, keep your secondary containment dry and out
of the elements. It is recommended that secondary containment be kept indoors or under a
structure with a cover. Secondary containment products can be purchased at NewPig, Grainger
Industrial, and Global Industrial, and at other industrial equipment manufacturers.

If you have any questions, please
contact us at:
Email: jcashman@stocktonport.com
Phone: (209) 946-0426

