
Port staff participated in Stockton’s Earth Day 
Festival.   The Port proudly displayed one of 
its Zero-Emission Heavy Duty Forklifts and 
hosted a fun coloring activity highlighting 
Delta wildlife.
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Take a look at last year’s success with 
the 2021 Annual Report! Steady growth 
through new projects, environmental 
initiatives, and increased cargo handling 
contributed to the creation of new jobs 
and economic impacts that support the 
local community.

On May 19, 2022, the State of the City was 
held at the Port of Stockton. Greater Stockton 
Chamber of Commerce holds this annual 
event which highlights Stockton’s economic, 
educational, and cultural development, as 
well as plans for future City projects. 

Port Commissioner R. Jay Allen spoke on the 
Port’s behalf to a crowd of more than 850 
people! 

A MESSAGE FROM PORT 
DIRECTOR KIRK DEJESUS

PORT COMMISSION UPDATES

We would like to extend a warm welcome to our newest 
commissioner, David Atwater, appointed by the San Joaquin
County Board of Supervisors. We would also like to 
congratulate Anthony Barkett and Michael Patrick Duffy on 
their new positions as Chairman and Vice Chairman.

Learn more about the Port’s Board of Commissioners here.

Board of Commissioners 
Chairman Anthony Barkett, Vice-Chairman Michael Patrick Duffy,

Commissioners R. Jay Allen, David B. Atwater, Gary Christopherson, 
Stephen Griffen, William R. Trezza, and Port Director Kirk DeJesus

LEARN MORE

MONITORING FOR CYANOBACTERIA 
HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOMS: SUMMER 2022
BY ELLEN PREECE, PHD, ROBERTSON-BRYAN, INC.

It’s summertime and the temperatures are 
rising. For the past 20+ years, this has also 
meant the presence of the Cyanobacteria 
Microcystis throughout the Delta. You may 
have noticed the water along the Stockton 
Waterfront taking on a green color during 
the summer, or even seen a bright green oily 
looking scum on the surface. This occurs when 
the cyanobacteria flourish in the summer and 
form blooms, also known as Cyanobacteria 
harmful agal blooms (CHABs). These blooms 
are considered harmful because they use 
oxygen that other aquatic organisms need to 
live or prevent sunlight from penetrating into 
the water column. Sometimes they can also 
produce toxins that can be harmful to wildlife, 
pets, or humans. CHABs are most likely to form 
when water temperatures are high, there are 
plenty of nutrients, and water is relatively still.

GREEN MARINE RECERTIFICATION 

On April 22, 2022 (Earth Day), an independent Green 
Marine verifier visited the Port of Stockton.  The verifier 
received a tour by Port staff and saw firsthand the 
continuous improvements the Port is making to lower 
its impact on the environment. The evaluation and 
verification are both components to earning Green 
Marine certification - an initiative that helps ports 
improve environmental performance beyond regulatory 
standards. The Port of Stockton first received Green 
Marine certification in 2018, the second port in California 
to do so! The results of the 2022 recertification will be 
publicly available soon and will be posted on the website.

VIEW ANNUAL REPORT

To address the persistent seasonal presence of CHABs, the Port of Stockton has teamed up with 
the City of Stockton and the Central Valley Water Board to better understand where and when 
CHABs occur along the Stockton Deep Water Ship Channel to the Stockton Waterfront. To do 
this, the project team is sampling five locations from the Deep Water Ship Channel, east to the 
Stockton Waterfront, from May through November. Sampling will focus on the presence of CHAB 
toxins, nutrients, and other water quality parameters. Information collected will be used to better 
understand factors driving and sustaining CHABs and identify the time frame associated with 
potential health risks. Importantly, just because you see algae or cyanobacteria in the water, 
it does not mean that there are toxins present. This data collection effort is necessary before 
identifying future monitoring efforts and management strategies that can target those areas with 
the greatest risk. 

There are several other studies addressing CHABs in the Stockton area this summer, including 
a study by local non-governmental organizations (NGOs). The project team is coordinating with 
these groups to synthesize the data that is generated this summer, to share project findings, and 
discuss future coordinated efforts to address the Stockton area CHAB issue.

PORT HOSTS DELTA CLEAN-UP DAY

Delta Clean-up Day was Saturday, June 25th

Delta Clean-up Day was a success! On a very warm 
June 25th, a group of 30 volunteers took time out of 
their weekend to clear debris, trash, and more from 
the coastline opposite of the Port.  We were able 
to clean up two areas on Roberts Island, one in the 
middle of the island and the other near Burns cut-
off.  The group removed trash that filled up a 40-yd 
dumpster.

JOBS BOARD LAUNCHING SOON

An exciting new opportunity is coming soon! In an effort 
to better serve the community, the Port of Stockton 
has created a platform to help tenants and business 
partners find the perfect candidates for open positions 
in our community with a new digital bulletin board. The 
“Jobs Board” will publicly display career opportunities 
and job postings directly and indirectly associated with 
port operations. Incentives will be offered to tenants for 
hiring local talent! 

We have increased the capital budget in order to focus on existing and proposed asset 
management, while addressing rail constraints and improving infrastructure to meet the supply 
chain demand head-on. 

The Port continues to make strides with our standing in the community as an economic driver 
and one of the largest employers in San Joaquin County, while improving our environmental 
stewardship.  It is a challenge to drive growth while decreasing our carbon footprint, but we are 
doing just that.  We are making every effort necessary to ensure that the Port of Stockton, and our 
community, is positioned for success well into the future.

EARTH DAY

The event is part of an ongoing effort to keep the Port and surrounding areas a clean and safe 
place for our staff, tenants, area residents, and our local wildlife population.  We would like to 
extend a big thank you to all of our volunteers from Environmental Justice Coalition for Water, 
From Darkness to Light Ministries, San Joaquin Urban Native Council, Bank of Stockton, Miss 
Asparagus Spear-It and our dedicated staff!  A special thank you to Commissioner Atwater and 
our tenants - Best Logistics, Transmarine and SSA Marine!!

Green Marine is the leading environmental certification program for North America’s maritime 
industry.  Any tenants interested in participating, please reach out to Karen Romero at kromero@
stocktonport.com or Julia Botello at jbotello@stocktonport.com for more information on how to 
join.

It has been just over a year since I joined the fantastic team 
here at the Port of Stockton.  I wanted to take this opportunity 
to thank everyone for their hard work and dedication over 
the past year – especially during this time of unprecedented 
volume and concerns due to COVID.  

We have seen record revenue and tonnage numbers, as well as 
a diversification in commodity type that will help to guarantee 
our sustainability well into the future. 

The first half of the year has started stronger than last year 
and we expect the operational tempo to remain at an all-time 
high.  The Port staff and Commission just completed the fiscal 
year budgeting process and the projected revenue levels are 
the highest in Port history. 
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