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The Port of Stockton is an influential driver of commerce for 
the San Joaquin Valley and surrounding regions. While our 
workforce has remained steady throughout the COVID-19 
pandemic and aftermath, we have also experienced a decline 
in the available candidate pool for technical, trade and 
professional level positions.

A few ways the Port is working to address today’s talent 
challenges include reviewing our hiring processes to be able 
to bring qualified candidates on-board more quickly, using 
industry specific targeted recruitment approaches, conducting 
internal and external salary equity reviews and enhancing our 
intern recruitment program.

The Port of Stockton has also long recognized the positive 
impact of working with our tenants and community partners.

We are excited about the launch of our new Tenant Jobs Board over the next few weeks. We 
believe that by working with tenants directly, we can provide a greater opportunity to be a catalyst 
for tapping into local talent and creating new employment opportunities together.

PARTNERSHIP WITH 
WASHINGTON ELEMENTARY

In partnership with Washington Elementary 
School located in the Boggs Tract Community, 
the Port of Stockton held a back to school 
clothing drive for students. 

We would like to thank all port employees 
and port business partners who participated. 
A special thank you to BWC Terminals, The 
Edible Schoolyard Community Garden, Yara 
North America Inc., and Marathon Petroleum 
for their generous donations!

Stockton Unified School District presented a certificate of appreciation to the Port of Stockton for 
our ongoing partnership with Washington Elementary School.

ECO CORNER

MONITORING FOR CYANOBACTERIA HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOMS: 
SUMMER 2022
BY ELLEN PREECE, PhD, ROBERTSON-BRYAN, INC.

It has been a hot September and that means 
ideal conditions for cyanobacteria to flourish 
throughout the Delta. Cyanobacteria harmful 
algal blooms (CHABs) tend to be most dense in 
areas of the Delta that are shallow, have warm 
temperatures, and have little water exchange. 
You have likely noticed the CHAB that formed 
along the Stockton waterfront this summer. 
Over the summer, areas of the waterfront 
have taken on a bright green color that at 
times appear to have streaks or oil-like swirls.

The Port of Stockton has teamed up with the 
City of Stockton and the Central Valley Water 
Board to better understand where and when 
CHABs occur throughout the Stockton Deep 
Water Ship Channel to the waterfront. 

To date we have conducted 6 of the 11 scheduled sampling events. At each sampling event we 
measure water quality parameters at five fixed stations from the Deep Water Ship Channel, east 
of the waterfront. We also measure nutrients and toxins produced by cyanobacteria, and identify 
the algae species present in the water. 

The CHAB began forming along the waterfront in early June. By late June the bloom was very 
dense. The CHAB was less dense in July and August, but could be observed visibly throughout the 
Deep Water Ship Channel. However, unlike the waterfront where the water surface was bright 
green, the cyanobacteria along the Deep Water Ship Channel looked like little pieces of lettuce.

Although algae toxins have been detected in some CHAB water samples from this summer, it is 
important to remember that just because you see algae or cyanobacteria in the water, it does not 
mean that there are toxins present. This was exemplified in late June when the densest bloom was 
observed along the waterfront, but little to no toxin was measured in the bloom. Since only some 
cyanobacteria produce toxins, it is not possible to determine visually if a particular cyanobacteria 
observation is toxic or not.

The project team continues to coordinate with other groups, including a local non-governmental 
organization (NGO) to share project findings, and discuss future coordinated efforts to address 
the Stockton area CHAB issue.

GREEN MARINE RESULTS ARE IN!

Green Marine is the leading environmental 
certification program for North America’s 
maritime industry. It is a voluntary initiative 
that helps its participants to improve 
their environmental performance beyond 
regulations.

Green Marine targets key environmental 
issues related to air, water and soil quality, 
and community relations. We are excited to 
announce that SSA Marine is the most recent 
Port tenant to participate in Green Marine!

Any tenants interested in participating, please 
reach out to Karen Romero at  
kromero@stocktonport.com or  
Julia Botello at jbotello@stocktonport.com  
for more information on how to join.

“We’re committed to actively participating in 
enhancing environmental performance in the 
marine terminal industry,” said SSA Marine’s 
CEO, Knud Stubkjaer. “Joining Green Marine’s 
comprehensive environmental program aligns 
with our commitments to incorporating best 
practices in each region that we operate.”

– Knud Stubkjaer, CEO of SSA Marine

SSA MARINE JOINS GREEN MARINE’S RANKS

VIEW 2021 RESULTS

INTERNATIONAL COASTAL 
CLEAN-UP DAY

On September 17th the Port of Stockton 
participated in International Coastal Clean-up 
Day at the Calaveras River! Thank you to San 
Joaquin County Department of Public Works, 
the Delta-Sierra Group of the Sierra Club, and 
First Unitarian Universalist Church of Stockton 
for letting us join this site.

AAPA AWARDS

The Port of Stockton is proud to announce it has received 
multiple accolades from the American Association of 
Port Authorities’ Lighthouse Awards including:

• Lighthouse Environmental Awards Winner 
Environmental Enhancement: Port of Stockton  
Antioch Dunes Restoration Project

• Award of Overall Communications Excellence for 
the 2021 Annual Report Navigating the Seas of 
Change

• Award of Excellence for the 2021 advertising 
campaign Port of Tomorrow 

• Award of Excellence for the Quarterly Dock 
Dispatch Newsletter

• Award of Distinction for the Development of the 
Port Outreach Committee

• Award of Merit for a Commemorative Coin 
Honoring the Fyffe Ave. Grade Separation Grand 
Opening

• Award of Merit for the website, PortofStockton.com

These awards are part of AAPA’s Port Industry Recognition Program which rewards ports in the 
United States that excel at adhering to best practices.

VIEW VIDEO

ENVIRONMENTAL ENHANCEMENT:  
PORT OF STOCKTON - ANTIOCH DUNES RESTORATION PROJECT
LIGHTHOUSE ENVIRONMENTAL AWARDS WINNER

ONGOING INITIATIVES
COMING SOON!

The Port of Stockton has multiple ongoing initiatives. We are currently developing a Clean Air Plan,
Electrification Blueprint, and a Traffic Study of the East Complex. Results from these will be coming 
soon!

JOBS BOARD LAUNCHING SOON

An exciting new opportunity is coming in October! In an 
effort to better serve the community, the Port of Stockton 
has created a platform to help tenants find the perfect 
local candidates for open positions. Our new digital 
“Jobs Board” will publicly display career opportunities 
and job postings associated with operations at the Port. 
An incentive will be offered to tenants for hiring local 
talent.

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
Chairman Anthony Barkett, Vice-Chairman Michael Patrick Duffy,

Commissioners R. Jay Allen, David B. Atwater, Gary Christopherson, 
Stephen Griffen, William R. Trezza, and Port Director Kirk DeJesus

Founded in 1980, The Antioch Dunes Project 
is designed to restore and protect the habitat 
of 3 endangered species: The Contra Costa 
Wallflower, The Antioch Dunes Evening 
Primrose, and Lange’s Metalmark Butterfly. The 
Port provides sand from our annual dredging 
maintenance and uses it to help restore the 
dunes. This is one of many innovative solutions 
the Port of Stockton embraces as a regional 
leader and responsible neighbor.
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