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EMPLOYEE TRAINING

If you have any questions, please 
contact us at: 
Email: jcashman@stocktonport.com 
Phone: (209) 946-0426

TRAINING THE STORM

WHAT DOES “MINIMIZE” MEAN?
In storm water compliance, it is understood that various sediments and materials 
can and sometimes do get past your BMPs. That is why much of the literature 
on storm water maintenance is directed at “minimizing” pollutants instead of 
requiring them to be completely eliminated (NOTE: this does not include hazardous 
materials, which are expected not to come in contact with storm water). But what 
does it mean to “minimize” pollutants?  

“Minimizing” essentially means focusing efforts on reducing storm water exposure 
to pollutants using various control measures that are available and fiscally feasible. 
Demonstrate that you are reducing pollutants by practicing and 
documenting the following: 

Pollution prevention - The best way to prevent storm water pollution is to minimize 
the use of water contaminants in your industrial activities. When selecting control 
measures for the facility, focus on controls that are geared toward reducing 
pollutants at the source to prevent storm water pollution. Source control 
practices include maintaining equipment, picking up trash and debris, as well as 
training site staff on appropriate spill procedures and proper materials for 
management and storage. 

Good Housekeeping - Describe any practices being implemented to keep 
exposed areas of your site clean. Describe where each practice is being 
implemented at your site. Good housekeeping measures include sweeping at 
regular intervals, washing down areas and collecting and properly disposing of 
wash down water, storing materials in appropriate containers, keeping 
dumpster lids closed when not in use, and other similar  practices. 

Combining controls - Combined control measures are often more effective than 
single control measures used in isolation. For example, good housekeeping will 
often go a long way to minimize storm water pollution but it is more effective when 
combined with minimizing the exposure of significant materials or activities and a 
structural control, such as inlet protection. 

Remember to document how your site is implementing these trainings and storm 
water principles.  

Every fall, the Port’s Environmental Consultants host a Storm Water Training refresher for the Port’s tenants. These trainings instruct 
personnel about storm water sampling methods, BMP maintenance, erosion controls,  and numerous other items. In 2020, the topics of the 
trainings were summarized and reformatted into a series of newsletters. NOTE: these newsletters do not serve in place of the official 
training. However, if your facility is in need of conducting a kind of tail-gate training for staff who missed the in person training, you can 
review the newsletters HERE. Any questions you may have should be brought to the attention of the Port’s 
Regulatory & Public Affairs Department or the Port’s environmental consultants. You can contact the 
Consultants HERE.

In the Industrial General Permit, site operators are given the flexibility to select the type of storm water control 
measures they want to implement on their site. This includes Best Management Practices (BMPs) and other treatment methods 
which they believe are best suited to the facility and that will meet the permit’s requirements. With each industrial operation being unique, the 
flexibility within the permit is intentional. Differences in the topography from site to site and the dissimilarities in the activities and materials 
exposed to storm water also vary between site locations, even within the same municipality, like the Port of Stockton. However, there 
are certain general principles of storm water management that are common to all sites. While it is recommended that your facility consults 
with its SWPPP practitioner on management and monitoring procedures, it is also recommended that your site and the applicable staff 
be versed in general principles for storm water treatment and management. As we look toward the new year, reconsider and evaluate how  
your staff can be trained to help implement these storm water principles and minimize pollutants. 

California isn’t the only state in a drought. With our third consecutive La Niña winter, droughts are 
impacting the Great Plains, the Southwest and are reaching the Gulf Coast. And some field experts have discovered 
that the heat and tiny airborne particles produced by wildfires in the early fall can distantly intensify severe storms. In 
some cases, this can bring baseball-sized hail, heavier rain, and flash flooding to states like Colorado, Wyoming, 
Nebraska, Kansas, Oklahoma, and the Dakotas. A considerable portion of the Central Valley lies in the middle of the 
La Niña weather pattern, which makes it difficult to assess if we will have more rain or less this winter. Whether we 
have increased rain or not, our sites should be working toward minimizing exposure to rain fall. Be sure to describe 
any structural controls or practices used to minimize the exposure of your facility’s industrial activities to rain 
and storm water. And remember to always document these practices and other controls in your SWPPP. 

ANNUAL STORM WATER TRAININGS 

Employees at your site are expected to be trained in some forms 
of storm water compliance and maintenance. Employees that 
should be included in these trainings are site inspectors, 
maintenance personnel, anyone expected to handle pollutants and 
hazardous waste on your site, and other pertinent 
personnel. Trainings are expected to cover storm water items 
in the Industrial General Permit, good housekeeping, 
maintenance requirements, where BMPs are located and how 
they are to be maintained, the proper procedures to follow 
with respect to pollution prevention requirements, how to 
conduct site inspections, record applicable findings, and how 
to take corrective actions. 

Employee trainings can be tailored to the issues at your facility, 
but there are general principles that can be implemented at all 
sites. For example, you should convey that: 

• Storm water pollution occurs when storm water picks up
pollutants from the ground or areas exposed to precipitation.

• Polluted storm water can cause significant water quality
problems, such as killing marine life and drinking water
contamination. Storm water is typically discharged directly to
receiving waters, and is not treated somewhere else, like at a
wastewater treatment plant.

• Potential storm water pollutants should be kept inside or under
cover whenever possible.

• If anyone sees any potential storm water problems, they should
report it to the facility operator.

WATER PRINCIPLES 
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