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HAVEN’T SAMPLED YET?

If you have any questions, please 
contact us at: 
Email: jcashman@stocktonport.com 
Phone: (209) 946-0426

HOW TO MAKE A STORM

STORM WATER ANNUAL CALENDAR
• February: If no qualifying storm event has occurred in January, remember to 

keep up on all site maintenance procedures: clean areas surrounding drain 
inlets, unclog drains, cover hazardous materials and keep industrial 
equipment away from drain inlets if possible.

• March: As spring winds pickup, be sure to watch out for fugitive material from 
your site or neighboring sites. This material has a tendency to intermingle 
with other sites and may lead to worse storm water sampling numbers.

• April: Spend some time reviewing your site’s SIC Code to see how to best 
monitor your site. This might help save time, since there may be areas you 
are monitoring unnecessarily. You can do this at siccode.com.

• May: Review your site’s BMP’s (Best Management Practices) and assess their 
performance during the storm water sampling season.

• June: Clean BMP’s and place in a dry and sheltered area, seal off all drain lids 
with 10 mil. visqueen plastic.

• July: Review material for the Annual Report and take note of problematic 
areas on your site that need more attention.

• August: Take stock of BMP’s and other site maintenance supplies, order new 
materials if necessary for sampling season.

• September: In light of the numbers from the Annual Report, install BMP’s in 
strategic areas for maximum efficiency.

• October: Monitor and maintain site and be prepared to sample.

• November and December: Continue site maintenance while also taking 
into consideration your site’s universal and hazardous waste output. 
Schedule proper disposal of these materials.

The removal of waste is a common element of a company’s ongoing operations. While trash, recycling, and yard and garden disposals are normal actions to the 
average person, electronic waste (e-waste disposal) is a lesser known category. Electronics such as computers, smart phones, televisions and printers are 
common in the workplace and will have to be replaced at some point. Therefore, e-waste is an important factor in your facility’s waste disposal plan. The EPA 
considers “e-waste to be a subset of used electronics and recognizes the inherent value of these materials that can be reused, refurbished or recycled to minimize 
the actual waste that might end up in a landfill or improperly disposed in an unprotected dump site either in the US or abroad.” There are serious concerns 
surrounding the potential human health hazards as well as environmental hazards from e-waste. Computers and printers may not seem toxic, yet the materials used 
to make these electronic devices have the potential to leach into the environment. These devices may contain lead, mercury, cadmium and arsenic, which can lead to 
irreversible health effects, including cancers, miscarriages, neurological damage and diminished IQs. More information on the chemicals that reside in these devices 
can be found HERE.

As 2023 begins, the storm water calendar enters a new planning period for sampling qualifying rain events between 
January 1st and May 31st. While your site is required to take samples during qualifying rain events, unsafe 
circumstances may leave your staff unable to sample. The items and details below explain conditions and 
circumstances that may free your site from the responsibility to collect storm water samples. Additionally, in the 
spirit of setting New Year’s Resolutions, the following information contains a simple checklist of items that need to 
be done to comply with and maintain proper storm water sampling measures throughout the year.

What can you do about E-Waste right now? CalRecycle has a number of programs and action steps your 
business can take to best handle e-waste. In the meantime, your facility should store all e-waste in a dry place inside, 
protected from the elements. It is also advised to search for a local recycling plant that has procedures in place that 
can deal with e-waste. CalRecycle has a tool to find approved collectors and recyclers. If your site is in San Joaquin 
county, a directory of participants in the Covered Electronic Waste Recovery and Recycling Program can be found 
HERE. Contact any of the listed organizations to determine the details of their services, hours, and any potential 
charges before loading up your vehicle.

DON’T FORGET ABOUT E-WASTE 

The following contains citations from the Industrial General 
Permit. You can find a PDF of the permit HERE. 

One reason sampling may not have taken place at your facility is 
due to unsafe conditions. Sampling is only expected to occur 
under safe health and weather conditions as well as during 
scheduled facility operating hours (Section XI.C.6). The State 
Water Board emphasizes safety as high priority; if the weather 
or health conditions are unsafe, dischargers are not required 
to sample or monitor their storm water. If these external 
conditions prevent your site from sampling and monitoring, 
dischargers are required to include an explanation in the 
facility’s Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan and Annual 
Report for all non-completed sample collections and visual 
observations. 

In 2019, the State Water Board issued this reminder: “[The 
state] recognizes that it may not be feasible for all dischargers to 
obtain four qualifying storm events in a reporting year due to 
qualifying storm events not occurring with that year. Therefore, a 
discharger that attempts but is unable to obtain and analyze 
storm water samples from two qualifying storm events in 
each half of a reporting year per discharge location due to a 
lack of qualifying storm events is not in violation of Permit 
Section XI.B.2.” 

If you have sampled and your numbers suggest that the samples 
may have been corrupted, then you can contest the sample 
numbers on SMARTS by claiming the sample as “non-qualifying.” 
If you claim that the samples are “non-qualifying,” a detailed 
explanation for these claims will have to be provided (see Permit 
Section XIX).

WATER CALENDAR

https://calrecycle.ca.gov/electronics/
https://calrecycle.ca.gov/Electronics/Recovery/Approved/
https://www2.calrecycle.ca.gov/Electronics/cew/participantsDirectory
https://www.epa.gov/international-cooperation/cleaning-electronic-waste-e-waste
https://www.epa.gov/chemicals-under-tsca
http://siccode.com
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/stormwater/docs/industrial/unoff_igp_amend.pdf
mailto:rkoehnen@stocktonport.com



