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COMMUNICATION IS KEY

If you have any questions, please 
contact us at: 
Email: jcashman@stocktonport.com 
Phone: (209) 946-0426

EROSION CONTROLS

IS YOUR SITE EXEMPT?
In previous installments of this newsletter, we have discussed 
Rainfall Erosivity Waivers and the possibility of your site being 
exempt from certain Construction General Permit (CGP) 
regulations. Because of increased rainfall and erosion it may be 
worth your time to revisit how to obtain one of these waivers.  

The CGP requires construction storm water dischargers to 
determine each construction site’s overall risk to water quality. The 
risk your construction site poses to the environment is determined 
by multiplying the rainfall erosivity (R), soil erodibility (K), and 
length-slope (LS). How can you calculate items R, K, and LS? 

The CGP requires dischargers to use the EPA’s Rainfall Erosivity 
Factor Calculator to determine your site’s risk factor. The 
calculator impressively provides a quick and easy way to estimate 
the erosive power of rainfall in a specific location by using data 
from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
and the United States Geological Survey (USGS). However, there 
are some potential drawbacks to the Rainfall Erosivity Calculator. 
One of these is that the calculator only provides estimates of 
rainfall erosivity and does not take into account other factors that 
can influence erosion, such as soil type, land use, and topography. 
Therefore, it is important to use the calculator in conjunction with 
other tools. 

Learn how to fill out the calculator HERE.

In light of recent flooding from atmospheric rivers as well as the continued statewide drought, California is prioritizing a 
number of new water-related measures. The state’s new measures aim to increase water resilience and prepare for future water 
challenges. One of the primary focuses of the new measures is groundwater recharge. The plan is to increase the annual 
capacity for groundwater recharge by 500,000 acre-feet, which would significantly boost California’s water supply. Additionally, the 
state plans to fast-track and streamline permits for new storm water capture projects, which could provide additional sources of water 
during the drought. Repairing and expanding reservoirs to boost water storage is also a priority, as is modernizing the state’s water 
conveyance infrastructure. In the meantime, industrial and construction sites are dealing with issues of erosion, increased sediment, 
and dust generation after California’s floods, which we will discuss below.

Do you have new staff on site that need training on how to properly sample storm water? Or does 
your staff need a quick refresher? In 2021, the EPA updated their Industrial Storm Water Monitoring and Sampling
Guide. The guide contains updated information as well as helpful examples and instructions. Sample collection and handling 
instructions are further outlined in Attachment H of the General Permit. Sites that qualify as Dischargers are instructed to submit all 
sampling and analytical results for all samples via the State Water Board’s Storm Water Multiple Application and Report Tracking 
System (SMARTS) within 30 days of obtaining results for each sampling event. If new team members consult the documents 
above, they will still need proper training, but they will have a good grasp on the necessary steps involved in storm water sampling, 
from monitoring storm events to reviewing analytical results. 

WATER CONTROVERSY 

Erosion control is a crucial aspect of storm water management. 
Heavy rainfall disrupts and greatly impacts the soil, causing 
it to breakdown and be washed away. There are a 
number of different permits like the IGP and CGP that have 
requirements and procedures on how to handle erosion 
controls. This is why it is important to maintain  
ongoing communication with your QSD/QSP. 
They play a vital role in helping to implement 
effective erosion control measures on 
construction sites and other areas where land-
disturbing activities are taking place. If you 
have yet to contact with your QSP or QSD after 
January’s rainfall,  get in touch with them and 
ask for the following: 

• A site inspection.
• Recommendations on appropriate erosion control

measures.
• Recommendations on whether your BMPs need to be

replaced or repaired.
• Guidance on installing erosion controls.

With a proper erosion and sediment control plan, construction 
activities can proceed while minimizing the impact on the 
environment. While it is ultimately your responsibility to stay in 
compliance with the state. Qualified SWPPP Practitioners want 
to help. If you have a difficult time keeping all of the regulations 
and measures around erosion controls in the CGP or IGP 
straight, just know that QSP’s and QSD’s are valuable 
resources that you can consult.

California’s proposed state measures is backed by $500 million in funding that will be provided in 2025-26. In addition to these 
measures, California has also implemented a two-week protocol to reduce pumping rates in the Delta to almost half of their capacity, 
resulting in a loss of about 84,000 acre-feet of water that may have been otherwise used for drought relief. The protocol is 
controversial, since 84,000 acre-feet of water is enough to irrigate 25,000 acres of farmland for a year or supply 150,000 homes.  
However, some wet patterns from previous wet years indicate that the Delta will continue to flow at high rates at least into late winter 
and perhaps early spring, providing more time to capture water and fill the San Luis Reservoir, the Delta’s key water reserve. The 
reservoir is currently at 48% capacity and is also expected to be filled by the state’s melting snowpack, which was at 245% above 
normal as of mid-January.

AFTER HEAVY RAINFALL
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