PORT OF STOCKTON POLICY

UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS - UAS (DRONE)

GENERAL

The Port of Stockton (Port, Port District) cooperates with the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) governing UAS
operations and with the U.S. Coast Guard governing maritime security. While the FAA regulates UAS operation in U.S.
airspace, the Port of Stockton has authority to regulate the operation of any drone within the Stockton Port District.
The U.S. Coast Guard has the authority to respond to transportation security incidents at ports.

STOCKTON MUNICIPAL CODE (SMC)

8.94.010 Definitions
Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) or Drone means an aircraft operated without the possibility of direct human
intervention from within or on the aircraft.

8.94.020 Operation of Drones in the Port (PT) Zoning Districts is Prohibited

A. The operation of any drone within the Port (PT) Zoning Districts is prohibited. This includes takeoffs/liftoffs/
launching, landing...

B. Exception: The prohibition set out in this section shall not apply to:

1. Search and rescue operations, fire protection, and law enforcement by any federal, state, or local public safety agency.
2. Drones operated by, or with the permission of, the Stockton Port District.

APPLICATION

Applications for Drone/UAS Permit should be submitted to the Port of Stockton Police Department. Please allow up
to seven (7) business days for the Port to process applications. The review process will not begin until all required
documentation has been submitted. Also, note that meeting all qualifications required of Part 107 Remote Pilot does
not guarantee permission to operate a UAS from Port property. The Port reviews applications on a case-by-case basis,
and consents to or denies requests based on their specific criteria, the safety, wellbeing, and interests of the Port.

Applications must be submitted to pdpermits@stocktonport.com

The FAA prescribes those rules, which apply to the operation of unmanned aircraft to fly for work.

FLY FOR WORK


mailto:pdpermits%40stocktonport.com%20?subject=
https://www.faa.gov/faq/how-do-i-fly-uas-or-drone-work-or-business-purposes
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Pilot Requirements Must have Remote Pilot Airman Certificate
Must be at least 16 years old
Must pass TSA vetting

Aircraft Requirements Must be less than 55 Ibs.
Must be registered if over 0.55 Ibs. (online)
Must undergo pre-flight check to ensure UAS is in condition for safe operation

Location Requirements Class G airspace*
Operating Rules Must keep the aircraft in sight (visual line-of-sight)*
Must fly under 400 feet*

May fly at night, under certain conditions*

Must fly at or below 100 mph*

Must yield right of way to manned aircraft*

May fly over people or vehicles, under certain conditions*
Must NOT fly from a moving vehicle*

Example Applications Flying for commercial use (e.g. providing aerial surveying or photography services)
Flying incidental to a business (e.g. doing roof inspections or real estate photography)

Legal or Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulation (14 CFR) Part 107
Regulatory Basis

*These rules are subject to Waiver

APPROVED APPLICATION

An approved application for a certified Remote Pilot Airman with an FAA registered vehicle is valid for the duration
noted in the application and Plan of Activities (POA) unless an extension, exception/change is granted in writing by
the Port of Stockton Police Department. Takeoffs/liftoffs/launchings/landings, and operating may not interfere with
emergency operations, the safety, wellbeing, or interests of the Port.

UAS operators must be in possession of FAA authorizing credentials/registrations and copies of their approved Port
application and Plan of Activities (POA) at all times while performing flight operations. Notification must be made a
minimum of 36 hours prior to flight commencement on the official Port POA form.

UAS applications will only be approved in a MARSEC level 1 operating state. If a MARSEC Level change occurs during
planned operation, the application is prima facie void and operation of a UAS may not occur at the Port District.


https://www.faa.gov/uas/commercial_operators/part_107_waivers
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INSURANCE

Proof of Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) coverage (listing the specific aircraft to be used) with a limit of at least
$2,000,000 in a separate endorsement naming the Port of Stockton, its officers, agents and employees as Additional
Insured can be in either of the following:

a. If UAS coverage is being added to a general liability policy, there must be a separate endorsement showing
proof of UAS coverage.

b. If the coverage is coming from an aviation-specific insurance carrier (such as Global Aerospace), a separate
policy endorsement is not necessary, as the entire policy represents the UAS coverage.

FLIGHT OPERATION

UAS operators must have all pertinent documentation on site with them at all times, including documents related
to Operating Authority, Pilot Qualifications, and Aircraft Registration. Those documents include proof of Exemption,
Certificate of Authorization (COA), Plan of Activities (POA), UAS registration certificate and pilot certificate.

Use of the FAA UAS operator mobile phone app: B4UFly is highly encouraged.

Ground based operation of a UAS from the Port of Stockton is permitted only when all qualifications have been
met, all necessary approvals have been obtained, and takeoffs/liftoffs/launching, landing, and operating of a
UAS is approved. If a company or individual is found to be operating a UAS without the proper permit, a law
enforcement official may immediately suspend the UAS activities and notify the FAA and U.S. Coast Guard.

Notification to Airport
FAA UAS Data on Map will show where controlled airspace extends.

This can also be determined by using the B4UFly mobile phone app:
https://www.faa.gov/uas/recreational_fliers/where_can_i_fly/b4ufly/

Class G airspace applies to the entire Port of Stockton, however, pilots and aircraft are still subject to the Fly for
Work requirements noted above.

GOVERNMENT ENTITIES

The FAA prescribes that Federal, State, and local government workers may be eligible to conduct public aircraft
operations for which they would need to apply for a public Certificates of Waiver or Authorization (COA) for certain
operations - see FAA website: Beyond the Basics.

Government entities or organizations (e.g. law enforcement agencies, public universities, state governments, local
municipalities) have 2 options for flying UAS:

Fly under the Small UAS Rule - follow all rules under 14 CFR part 107, including aircraft and pilot requirements

OR...


https://faa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=9c2e4406710048e19806ebf6a06754ad
https://www.faa.gov/uas/getting_started/b4ufly
https://www.faa.gov/uas/getting_started/b4ufly
https://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/headquarters_offices/ato/service_units/systemops/aaim/organizations/uas/coa
https://www.faa.gov/uas/advanced_operations
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-F/part-107
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GOVERNMENT ENTITIES CONTINUED...

Obtain a blanket public Certificate of Waiver or Authorization (COA) - permits nationwide flights in Class G airspace
at or below 400 feet, self-certification of the UAS pilot, and the option to obtain emergency COAs (e-COAs) under
special circumstances.

Contact 9-AJV-115-UASCOA@faa.gov to learn more about public COAs.

PORT SECURITY REGARDING UAS

Any unauthorized takeoff/ liftoff/ launching, landing, and operating of a UAS within the Port District Secure/
Restricted Area may constitute a breach of security. As defined in CFR-2010- Title 33 -Vol 1 - Part 101 - Maritime
Security: General - a Breach of security means an incident that has not resulted in a transportation security
incident, in which security measures have been circumvented, eluded, or violated.

Suspected unauthorized operation, including operation by an unlicensed and/or unregistered UAS within the Port
District are to be reported to the FAA in addition to the Port of Stockton Police Department. Additionally, all injuries
or other incidents occurring during operations are to be reported to the FAA and the Port:

FAA Regional Operations Center | LEAP Officer Port of Stockton Police Department
(206) 231-2089 Scott A. Harris (209) 946-0246 x 8222, 8224
E-mail: 9-WSA-OPSCTR@faa.gov (916) 956 - 8830 E-mail: pdpermits@stocktonport.com

Report activities that may result in a transportation security incident to the Coast Guard National Response Center
at the following toll free telephone: 1-800-424-8802.



mailto:9-AJV-115-UASCOA%40faa.gov?subject=
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/CFR-2010-title33-vol1/CFR-2010-title33-vol1-part101
https://nrc.uscg.mil/ContactUs.aspx
mailto:9-WSA-OPSCTR%40faa.gov?subject=
mailto:pdpermits%40stocktonport.com?subject=

