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1 Introduction 
In July 2024, the Port of Stockton (Port), in compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA; California Public Resources Code [PRC], Division 13, Section 21000 et seq.) and CEQA 
Guidelines (14 California Code of Regulations [CCR] 15000 et seq.), certified an Initial 
Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) to support the approval of the proposed McDonald 
Island Dredged Material Placement Site Project (proposed project), in accordance with 22 CCR 66265 
et seq. The proposed project entails the construction of a new, expanded dredged material 
placement site (DMPS) on McDonald Island and operating the DMPS as part of the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers (USACE) ongoing Stockton Deep Water Ship Channel Operations and Maintenance 
Program. 

Assembly Bill 3180 (AB 3180), codified in PRC Section 21081.6, became effective January 1, 1989, and 
requires a Lead or Responsible Agency to adopt a mitigation monitoring and reporting program 
(MMRP) when approving or carrying out a project. The purpose of this program is to ensure that 
when an environmental document (either an environmental impact report or a negative declaration) 
identifies measures to reduce potential adverse environmental impacts to less-than-significant levels, 
those measures are implemented as detailed in the environmental document. As lead agency for the 
IS/MND, the Port is responsible for implementation of this MMRP. 

The IS/MND prepared for the proposed project addresses the potential environmental impacts, and, 
where appropriate, recommends measures to mitigate these impacts. As such, this MMRP is required 
to ensure that adopted mitigation measures are successfully implemented and a monitoring strategy 
was prepared for each mitigation measure. Once the Port adopts the MMRP, the applicable Port 
departments will include the mitigation monitoring and reporting requirements in the appropriate 
documents. Therefore, in accordance with the aforementioned requirements, this document lists 
each mitigation measure, describes the methods for implementation and verification, and identifies 
the responsible party or parties. 
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2 Monitoring Program 
Pursuant to AB 3180, this MMRP was prepared to verify compliance with individual mitigation 
measures. This MMRP identifies each mitigation measure by discipline, the entity or organization 
responsible for implementation, the timing for implementation, and the entity responsible for 
monitoring implementation of each measure. 
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Table 1  
Mitigation and Monitoring Program 

Mitigation Monitoring Program 
The Port of Stockton McDonald Island Dredged Material Placement Site Project 

Mitigation Measure 
Responsible Party and 

Implementation 
Timing and 
Monitoring 

MM-AG-1: Continued Use of Agricultural Lands. When not actively in use as a DMPS, USACE and 
the Port would leave the lands underlying the project site available for agricultural use by the 
property owner. 

The Port will require construction 
contractors to leave the lands 
underlying the project site available 
for agricultural use by the property 
owner.  

Implemented 
during and after 
construction with 
monitoring by 
the Port. 

MM-BIO-1: Implement GGS Avoidance and Minimization Measures. Project construction shall 
occur in adherence with giant gartner snake (GGS) avoidance and minimization measures, including 
limiting berm construction to the dry season between May 1 and October 1; conducting surveys for 
GGS prior to berm construction, pipeline placement, and dredged material placement; the presence 
of a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)-approved biologist during initial berm construction and 
initial dredged material placement activities to monitor for GGS; confining heavy equipment 
movement to existing access roads and designated construction access corridors that avoid suitable 
GGS habitat (wetlands and irrigation ditches); and limiting speeds to 10 miles per hour on access 
roads or other areas near potential GGS habitat. 

The Port will include GGS avoidance 
and minimization requirements in all 
construction contracts.  

Implemented 
prior to and 
during 
construction with 
monitoring by 
the Port. 

MM-BIO-2: Pipeline Placement to Avoid Mason’s Lilaeopsis and Western Pond Turtle. The 
specific location of both the discharge pipeline and the decant pipe would be determined annually 
based on the anticipated volume of sediment to be placed at the site by USACE’s contractor in 
conjunction with a qualified biologist to avoid special status species or habitat. Preconstruction 
surveys would be completed to identify any populations of western pond turtle as well as Mason’s 
lilaeopsis in areas where the dredge pipeline may be placed. The surveys would be conducted by a 
qualified biologist using USFWS, California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), and California 
Native Plant Society protocols. If present, Mason’s lilaeopsis would be flagged for avoidance, and 
the dredge pipeline and associated hardware would be positioned to avoid these populations. If 
avoidance is not possible, the Port would consult with CDFW to determine the appropriate approach 
for minimizing impacts to Mason’s lilaeopsis. Western pond turtles would be completely avoided. 

The Port will require construction 
contractors to implement avoidance 
measures for Mason’s lilaeopsis and 
western pond turtle. 

Implemented 
prior to and 
during 
construction with 
monitoring by 
the Port. 

MM-BIO-3: Conduct Preconstruction Nesting Bird Surveys. To avoid impacts to nesting bird 
species, preconstruction nesting bird surveys would be required if construction is planned to occur 
between March 1 and September 15. Work would not be permitted to occur until nesting birds have 
fledged from nests on their own. 

The Port will perform preconstruction 
nesting bird surveys if construction is 
planned to occur between March 1 
and September 15.  

Implemented 
prior to 
construction by 
the Port. 
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