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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING PORT EMPLOYEES:
RECENT PORT STAFF PROMOTIONS

Tim Deerinck promoted to Senior Systems Engineer

Gloria Flores promoted to Real Estate Manager I

PORT OF STOCKTON TENANT JOBS BOARD 
SIGN UP TODAY!

VIDEO TUTORIALS
JOB SEEKER SIGN-UP TUTORIAL EMPLOYER SIGN-UP TUTORIAL|

Stormwater Update  
Protecting Our Stormwater System with BMPs for Rain Events

As we enter the stormy time of year, it’s essential for both Port tenants and community members 
to take proactive steps to protect the stormwater system at the Port and at home. Implementing 
practical Best Management Practices (BMPs) helps prevent flooding, maintain system capacity, 
and reduce pollutants from entering local waterways.

A key BMP is routine housekeeping. Removing leaves, trash, and sediment from around storm 
drain inlets keeps water flowing freely during heavy rain and reduces the risk of localized flooding. 
Regular sweeping of paved areas and keeping dumpsters securely closed further limits debris 
and pollutants from being washed into the stormwater system.

Proper storage of materials is another important practice. Keeping chemicals, oils, and other 
potential pollutants under cover, or within secondary containment, greatly reduces the chance 
of spills reaching storm drains. Before forecasted storms, checking storage areas, securing loose 
equipment, and ensuring outdoor materials are protected can prevent issues during heavy runoff.

Erosion and sediment control BMPs also play a vital role. Stabilizing bare soil, limiting disturbed 
areas, and placing wattles or silt fencing where needed help prevent sediment from entering 
ditches and drains. Excess sediment not only harms water quality but can also clog infrastructure 
and reduce flow capacity.  Everyone can assist by reporting blocked drains, watching for any 
unusual discharges, and ensuring nothing is dumped into gutters or storm inlets. Even small 
efforts become especially important during major storm events.

By consistently using BMPs and preparing ahead of rain, we protect our stormwater infrastructure, 
safeguard the environment, and help keep our community resilient during wet weather.

For questions, please reach out and contact Jason Cashman, Director of Environmental Affairs at 
jcashman@stocktonport.com.

THE PORT OF STOCKTON AND TENANTS SPREADING

Holiday Cheer
PARTNERSHIP WITH WASHINGTON ELEMENTARY

Together, we supported families in need, ensuring a warm and joyful holiday season for many. This 
partnership brought smiles and comfort to our community during a time when it matters the most.

26TH ANNUAL DAVE WILKEY BOGGS TRACT 
TURKEY DRIVE

CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION COUNCIL  
ADOPT A FAMILY

PORT STAFF ALSO PARTICIPATED IN...

Port Tours

2025 CALIFORNIA ECONOMIC SUMMIT

THE EDIBLE SCHOOLYARD COMMUNITY FARM

BOGGS TRACT COMMUNITY CENTER

As part of the 2025 California Economic Summit, the Port of Stockton hosted a portion of one of 
the regional tours highlighting its role as one of the region’s major economic drivers and a hub 
for goods movement, job creation, and community collaboration. Attendees learned about the 
Port’s history, infrastructure investments, and partnerships that strengthen local economies and 
connect the Central Valley to global markets. The tour concluded with a presentation and lunch at 
the Lindley House. Produced by CA FWD in collaboration with the California Stewardship Network, 
the annual California Economic Summit brought together leaders from business, community, 
government, philanthropy, and labor to advance a resilient and inclusive California economy.

New Zero-Emission Rail-Car Mover!

In October, the Port received a zero-emission shuttle wagon to support last-mile railcar 
movement. The equipment was acquired through the Port Freight Infrastructure Program 
(PFIP) administered by the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) and the 
California State Transportation Agency (CalSTA). This shuttle wagon has greater capacity than 
the Port’s existing electric railcar mover, improving operational efficiency while supporting 
cleaner cargo movement. The addition of this equipment is part of the Port’s broader efforts 
to reduce air emissions and advance sustainability goals.

New Police Canine
WELCOME K9 JADE!

“Please join us in welcoming K9 Jade,  
a new member of the Port of Stockton Police 
Department. Jade is a two-year-old Belgian 
Malinois who is trained and certified in the 
detection of explosives. Her handler, K9 Officer 
Lilly Craig, will be working closely with Jade as 
part of our K9 Explosive Ordnance Detection 
program. Together, they will provide an invaluable 
resource to our department and our community, 
enhancing safety and operational capabilities. K9 
Jade’s addition represents another step forward 
in strengthening our department’s specialized 
response capabilities. She will undoubtedly be a 
fantastic asset to our team.”

— Kraig Higashi, Police Lieutenant

Port of Stockton Recognized
FOR EXCELLENCE IN FINANCIAL REPORTING

We are proud to announce that the Stockton  
Port District has received the Government 
Finance Officers Association of the United States 
and Canada (GFOA) Certificate of Achievement 
for Excellence in Financial Reporting for the 
fiscal year ended June 30, 2024. 

Read the full press release here

As we head into the new year, the Port of Stockton is excited to advance 
several key goals, including rolling out its new Strategic Plan and strengthening 
how we share information, communicate, and engage with our community. To 
support these efforts, we are seeking feedback from the people we serve and 
the communities we impact. We’ve launched a short online survey to gather 
input from residents, businesses, and community stakeholders. Your feedback 
is essential and will help us understand community priorities, identify the 
information that matters most to you, and guide future communication efforts to 
better serve and stay connected with our stakeholders. Thank you for sharing your 
perspective and helping shape the Port’s future outreach objectives. If you have 
questions or need assistance completing the survey, please contact Julia Ulm at  
julm@stocktonport.com or (209) 323-9202.

The Port Wants to Hear From You!

CLICK THE QR CODE TO TAKE  
THE SURVEY

Maritime Update

November marks the start of the annual rice export season at the Port of Stockton. Each 
year, rice growers throughout California’s Central Valley depend on the Port to provide 
critical warehousing, cargo handling, and vessel loading services that enable California-
grown rice to reach global markets. Successfully supporting this export program requires 
seamless coordination across every department of the organization, with each team playing  
a vital role.

In advance of the season, Facilities and Maintenance prepare the waterfront warehouses 
to meet inspection requirements and operational standards. Maritime Operations works 
closely with vendors to procure necessary materials, ensure all resources are in place, 
and capacity and operational planning has occurred before the first trucks deliver rice 
to the Port. Maritime Accounts supports coordination with its rice customers, confirming 
that cargo is received and ready ahead of each vessel’s expected arrival. The Port’s Police 
Department ensures truck routing and access to the Marine Terminal is compliant with the 
Port’s Facility Security Plan, maintaining a safe and a secure operating environment. Finally, 
receipt of rice cargoes into the Port’s waterside transit sheds is a coordinated effort between 
Maritime Operations, its contract stevedoring company, and the Port’s capable International 
Longshore and Warehouse Union (ILWU) labor force, ensuring productive and efficient cargo 
loading once the vessel is alongside.

The Port of Stockton is proud to serve as a key link in the global food-security supply chain, 
operating at the center of one of the world’s most productive agricultural regions. Our ability 
to deliver reliable, safe, and efficient export services is made possible by the dedication and 
expertise of the Port’s employees, working in close partnership with vendors and labor.

PETE GROSSGART, FORMER MARITIME MARKETING MANAGER!

After 10 years of service, Pete Grossgart retired from the Port of Stockton, where he 
served as Maritime Marketing Manager. Pete joined the Port on September 30, 2015. 
During his tenure, he played an essential role in supporting the Port’s maritime marketing 
efforts and strengthening industry relationships. The Port of Stockton is grateful for 
Pete’s dedication and service. We wish him all the best in his retirement, and he will be 
greatly missed by his colleagues.

JEFF VINE, FORMER EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND SAFETY OFFICER!

After 24 years of service, Jeff Vine retired from the Port of Stockton, where he most 
recently served as Emergency Management and Safety Officer. Jeff joined the Port in 2001 
as a Warehouse and Terminal Assistant Superintendent. Over his career, he advanced 
through leadership roles, including Warehouse and Terminal Assistant Superintendent 
and Safety Officer, was elevated to Superintendent in 2013, and ultimately served as 
Emergency Management and Safety Officer beginning in 2018. The Port of Stockton has 
been fortunate to have such a dedicated employee throughout these years. We wish Jeff 
all the best in his retirement, and he will be greatly missed.

Congratulations on Retirement

NATHAN BIRTWHISTLE, RISK MANAGER!

Welcome New Port Employee

We are pleased to welcome Nathan Birtwhistle 
as our new Risk Manager. Nathan brings  
more than 10 years of experience in regulatory 
compliance, health and safety, environmental 
oversight, and enterprise risk management, 
with a strong commitment to public service. 
His background includes roles with Chevron’s 
Richmond Refinery, Stericycle, Tuolumne County, 
and most recently the City of Stockton, where he 
led strategic risk mitigation efforts and contributed 
to reductions in public entity insurance premiums. 
Nathan also helped strengthen safety programs 
and align risk transfer with procurement practices. 
A Tuolumne County native, Nathan holds a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Physics and a Master’s Degree 
in Chemistry from San Jose State University. 
Outside of work, he enjoys fishing and playing 
multiple musical instruments.

Katie Miller, Deputy Port Director of Administration, shared:

“Nathan brings a balanced blend of technical knowledge, calm judgment, and practical 
experience. We are grateful to welcome him to the Port.”

JOSHUA DOBERNECK, PORT CHIEF OF POLICE!

Chief Doberneck brings more than 30 years of 
law enforcement experience. He began his career 
in 1993 as a Military Working Dog Handler with 
the U.S. Air Force. He spent 27 years with the 
Stockton Police Department, serving in key roles 
including Internal Affairs Investigator, Strategic 
Operations Commander, and Assistant Chief of 
Police. As Assistant Chief, he led a department with  
425 authorized sworn employees and 226 
professional staff. Chief Doberneck holds bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees in criminal justice from 
CSU Stanislaus, is a graduate of the FBI National 
Academy, and serves as an adjunct associate 
professor at San Joaquin Delta College’s Basic Peace 
Officer Academy. Please join us in welcoming Chief 
Doberneck as the Port of Stockton’s new Chief  
of Police.

Welcome New Port Employee

RICK SALSEDO, FORMER PORT CHIEF OF POLICE!

After seven and a half years of dedicated service, 
the Port of Stockton announced the retirement of 
Police Chief Rick Salsedo. Rick was hired as Police 
Captain in June 2018 with the plan to replace the 
retiring Director of Homeland Security, George 
Lerner. Upon Lerner’s retirement in November 
2018, Rick was promoted to Chief of Police and 
remained in this leadership role throughout his 
tenure with the Port. During Rick’s tenure, he 
made a significant impact on Police Department 
operations, including leading the Port of Stockton 
Police Department to become a Peace Officer 
Standards and Training (POST) certified agency. 
The Port of Stockton is grateful for Rick’s  
unwavering commitment to the Port and the 
community, and wishes him all the best in 
his retirement. He will be greatly missed by  
his colleagues.

Congratulations on Retirement

As we reflect on 2025, I want to thank our employees 
and our valued partners for your dedication, 
collaboration, and shared commitment to the Port 
of Stockton and the region we serve. Over the 
past year, our collective efforts have supported 
meaningful economic activity, strengthened supply 
chain reliability, advanced critical infrastructure 
projects, enhanced safety and environmental 
performance, and supported economic growth for 
our region and nation.

These accomplishments were made possible 
through strong teamwork across our workforce  

and trusted relationships with customers, labor, agencies, and community partners. 
In a dynamic operating environment, your professionalism, adaptability, and focus on 
communication allowed us to create jobs, support local businesses, and enhance the 
competitiveness of the San Joaquin Valley on the global stage.  Our success is rooted 
in the understanding that a strong Port and strong community go hand in hand. 

A MESSAGE TO PORT STAFF  
FROM PORT DIRECTOR KIRK DEJESUS

Looking ahead to 2026, we remain focused on our core values: conducting ourselves 
with the highest level of honesty, transparency, and ethical standards; valuing 
the safety and well-being of our employees, customers, and the community; 
working in partnership with our employees, customers, and community fostering 
trust, open communication, and respect; taking responsibility for our actions, 
behaviors, performance, and decisions; operating in a manner that protects the 
environment and reduces the Port’s environmental impact; and supporting our 
team through a positive work environment, by encouraging staff development 
and growth, and promoting communication, inclusion, and creativity. Thank 
you for your continued partnership and confidence in the Port of Stockton.  
We look forward to working together toward another successful year.

JANUARY 2026 NEWSLETTER

Dock Dispatch
NEWS FROM THE PORT   OF STOCKTON
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