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Cara Pickering promoted to Senior Administrative Assistant
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Stormwater Update  
STORMWATER BEST PRACTICES DURING A DRY SPRING:  
PREVENTING POLLUTION AND CONTAINING DUST

Dry spring conditions can create stormwater challenges. When rainfall is limited, dust, sediment, 
and debris accumulate on paved and operational areas. Even a small rain event can wash these 
pollutants into storm drains and nearby waterways. Taking proactive steps during dry periods 
helps prevent buildup and protects water quality.

Best Practices for Dust Control and Stormwater Protection
Maintain good housekeeping including regular sweeping of paved areas, loading zones, and 
roadways. Use water for dust suppression strategically, by applying water to unpaved roads, 
storage piles and other dust-prone areas. Cover or stabilize soil stockpiles and exposed ground 
using tarps, wind barriers, mulch or vegetation. Ensure that materials stored outdoors are properly 
contained by covered storage, berms or other designated containment areas to prevent materials 
from being dispersed by the wind. Employees play an important role in pollution prevention. 
Encouraging staff to report excessive dust, damaged containment measures, or clogged drains 
can help address issues quickly before they affect stormwater quality.

Preparing for the Next Rainfall
Even during a dry spring, storm events can occur with little warning. Facilities that maintain strong 
housekeeping practices and dust control measures are better prepared when rain finally arrives. 
Preventing pollutant buildup during dry periods is one of the most effective ways to protect 
stormwater systems and nearby waterways.

By focusing on dust containment, routine maintenance, and proactive inspections, organizations 
can maintain compliance with stormwater requirements while supporting cleaner air and 
healthier waterways.

For questions, please reach out and contact Jason Cashman, Director of Environmental Affairs at 
jcashman@stocktonport.com.

PARTNERSHIP WITH WASHINGTON ELEMENTARY

Community

35TH ANNUAL ROTARY READ-IN JACKETS DONATED FROM PORT TENANT BWC TERMINALS
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Owl Nesting Season IT’S OWL NESTING SEASON AT THE 
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CYNTHIA ROMERO PROMOTED TO POLICE OFFICER

Congratulations, Officer Romero!

Police Support Technician (PST) Cynthia Romero has 
been promoted to Police Officer. Officer Romero 
was hired on August 28, 2023, as a PST and was 
selected to attend the San Joaquin Delta College 
Police Academy. She graduated and was sworn in on 
January 29, 2026. While at the academy, she earned 
the Arrest and Control Award, recognizing excellence 
in performance. 

Congratulations, Officer Romero!

The Port’s Educational Program
The Stockton Port District is proud to support employees in pursuing higher education  
and professional development through our Educational Assistance Program. This program 
helps employees acquire new skills and knowledge, making them more effective in 
their roles. Additionally, the program reduces the financial barriers to higher education 
by making 100 percent tuition reimbursement available to eligible employees. This in 
turn, prepares employees for higher responsibilities and creates a strong pathway for 
leadership opportunities. By providing educational benefits we foster a culture of continuous 
learning and development and encourage a collaborative and forward-thinking environment.

“I am proud to have earned my MBA in Business 
Administration from California State University, 
Stanislaus, and I am grateful for the Port’s educational 
program, which has been an incredible benefit in 
supporting my professional growth. Through this 
opportunity, I have strengthened many key skills, 
including management, marketing, business strategy, 
and organizational behavior, which I'm excited to  
apply in contributing to the Port’s continued success.”

— Evan Madill
CSU Stanislaus State,  
MBA – Business Administration

“Through the program, I strengthened my 
understanding of the criminal justice system, 
enhanced my critical thinking and report writing 
abilities, and developed skills that assist me 
in mentoring and training new officers. The 
education I received at Humphreys University 
has helped me grow professionally and become 
a more knowledgeable and well-rounded officer 
in my service to the Port of Stockton and the 
community.”

— Officer Lilly Craig
Humphreys University,  
B.S. – Criminal Justice

“Earning my MBA in Responsible Business from 
California State University, Monterey Bay has 
been an incredibly meaningful milestone, and I am 
thankful for the Port’s investment in my growth. 
This experience has enhanced my leadership and 
strategic skill set, and I am excited to continue 
building on this foundation to support impactful 
sustainability and community initiatives at the 
Port.”

— Julia Ulm
CSU Monterey Bay,  
MBA – Responsible Business

Engineering & Facilities Networking Event

The Port’s Facilities and Maintenance Division hosted a successful networking event on 
February 24, 2026, bringing together engineering consultants and construction contractors 
with a history of partnering with the Port—as well as those interested in future opportunities. 
The event served as an introduction to the Port’s new Director of Engineering and Facilities, 
Rod Iwashita. During the program, Mr. Iwashita provided an overview of the Port’s history 
and outlined his vision for upcoming initiatives aimed at modernizing and upgrading the 
Port’s aging infrastructure. His remarks highlighted the Port’s commitment to strategic 
investment, innovation, and continued collaboration with industry partners.

On February 18, 2026, the Port of Stockton 
hosted a regional infrastructure roundtable with 
Congressman Josh Harder, where key priorities to 
strengthen economic growth across the Central 
Valley were discussed. The event brought together 
regional leaders, business representatives, and 
community partners to identify opportunities 
for increased federal investment, streamlined 
permitting processes, and targeted transportation 
improvements. Congressman Harder emphasized 
the importance of reliable, long term funding and more efficient project delivery to ensure goods 
continue moving through critical hubs like the Port, support quality jobs, and keep pace with the 
region’s continued growth. 

INFRASTRUCTURE: Harder Announces Economic Growth Priorities at Regional 
Infrastructure Roundtable | Representative Josh Harder

Regional Infrastructure Roundtable

Yara North America, in partnership with the 
Port of Stockton and representatives from 
federal, state, and local offices, celebrated 
a ribbon cutting for a new solar energy 
installation at the Stockton Liquid Facility. The 
101.64 kW system includes 242 panels and 
is designed to generate 100 percent of the 
facility’s energy needs. 

The project will reduce emissions by approximately 68,321 pounds of CO2e annually, 
supporting cleaner air and sustainable operations. The installation also includes two electric 
vehicle charging stations. Port leadership highlighted the project as a strong example of 
collaboration and a shared commitment to reducing environmental impacts while supporting 
economic growth across the Port community. 

Read Full Press Release

Yara North America
SOLAR PROJECT RIBBON CUTTING

Maritime Update

Spring, a season often associated with renewal, is bringing a notable first to the Port of 
Stockton. The vessel M.V. Belle Confidence arrived, carrying 32,000 metric tons of oolitic 
aragonite sand—marking the first time this material has been imported through a West 
Coast port.

Sustainably sourced from the Bahamas, oolitic 
aragonite sand is a renewable, biogenic material 
that forms naturally during precipitation events 
known as “whitings.” These events not only create 
the sand but also draw carbon dioxide from the 
atmosphere, adding to its environmental appeal.

The material is expected to serve a variety of 
uses across California, particularly in the Central 
Valley. One of its most promising applications 
is in athletic turf, including football and soccer 
fields, where it can replace traditional microplastic 
infill. Unlike synthetic alternatives, aragonite sand 
reduces heat buildup and eliminates the risk of 
chemical leaching, while also helping to minimize  
player injuries.

Beyond sports fields, the sand can be used in golf course bunkers and as a filtration 
medium in environmental remediation projects. Its arrival signals a growing demand for 
sustainable materials and positions the Port of Stockton as a key entry point for innovative,  
eco-friendly resources.
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Retired and New Commissioners

RETIREMENT ANNOUNCEMENT
COMMISSIONER STEPHEN GRIFFEN

Commissioner Stephen Griffen has retired 
from the Board of Port Commissioners  
after more than 16 years of dedicated  
service. Appointed by the Stockton City 
Council on February 9, 2009, he served 
until January 15, 2026. During his tenure, 
Commissioner Griffen provided consistent 
leadership, serving as Chairman in both  
2013 and 2019. His deep institutional 
knowledge, long-term perspective, and 
unwavering commitment strengthened the 
Port of Stockton through periods of growth 
and transition. Colleagues and Port staff 
alike will deeply miss his steady guidance.  
The Port of Stockton extends its sincere 
gratitude to Commissioner Stephen Griffen  
for his exceptional service, leadership, and 
lasting contributions.

WELCOME COMMISSIONER
DR. GREGORY PAGE

The Port of Stockton is pleased to welcome 
Dr. Gregory Page as one of the newest 
Board of Port Commissioners members. 
Appointed by the Stockton City Council on 
January 13, 2026, Dr. Page is a lifelong 
Stockton resident with strong personal 
and professional ties to the community. A 
graduate of St. Mary’s High School, he went 
on to earn his undergraduate degree from 
Santa Clara University and complete his 
medical training at UC San Diego. He later 
completed his anesthesiology residency and 
internship at Los Angeles County Martin 
Luther King Jr. Hospital. With more than 35 
years of medical practice in Stockton, Dr. 
Page brings deep community commitment 
to his new role.

THANK YOU
COMMISSIONER DAVID ATWATER

The Port extends its appreciation to 
Commissioner David Atwater for four years 
of meaningful service on the Board of Port 
Commissioners. He was appointed by the 
San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors  
on February 23, 2022, and served through 
February 23, 2026. In May 2025, Atwater 
was appointed Chairman of the Board, 
providing practical and steady leadership 
through the end of his term. Commissioner 
David Atwater’s thoughtful decision-making,  
level-headed approach, and collaborative 
spirit supported important Port initiatives.  
His presence and contributions will be 
missed by colleagues and staff alike. The 
Port is sincerely grateful for his service, 
dedication, and positive impact.

WELCOME COMMISSIONER
MIGUEL VILLAPUDUA

The Port also welcomes Miguel Villapudua 
to the Board of Port Commissioners. He 
was appointed by the San Joaquin County 
Board of Supervisors on March 3, 2026, and 
is a Stockton native who graduated from  
Franklin High School and earned an A.A. 
degree from San Joaquin Delta College. 
A seasoned California business leader  
and land-use consultant, Villapudua brings 
extensive public service experience to the 
Port, including eight years as a San Joaquin 
County Supervisor and eight years on the 
Planning Commission. Villapudua's career 
reflects his longstanding dedication to  
balanced development, community values, 
and fostering opportunities that support 
a thriving and sustainable future for San 
Joaquin County.

We are pleased to announce that Cara Pickering, 
Senior Administrative Assistant, has been selected 
as the Port of Stockton’s 2025 Employee of the 
Year. Cara has been a valued member of the 
Port for nearly 12 years. She began as a part-
time temporary Maintenance Clerk in 2014 
and quickly transitioned into a full-time role. 
She was promoted to Administrative Assistant I 
in 2016, Administrative Assistant II in 2021, 
and most recently to Senior Administrative 
Assistant. Known for a calm presence and strong 
relationships across the organization, Cara 
consistently demonstrates reliability, initiative, 
and professionalism. 

Accuracy, organization, and follow-through make her an essential partner to Maintenance 
operations and a trusted liaison across departments. Her positive attitude and collaborative 
approach have made a lasting impact on both staff and operations. This work ethic, 
adaptability, and commitment to excellence reflect the very best of the Port’s values. 
Congratulations, Cara, and thank you for your continued dedication to the Port of Stockton.

EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR ANNOUNCED!

2025
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