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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING PORT EMPLOYEES:
RECENT PORT STAFF PROMOTIONS

Linda Fistolera promoted to Human Resources Assistant Manager

Fernando Galicia promoted to Administrative Assistant III

Vaidas Sukys promoted to Maritime Operations Superintendent
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Stormwater Update  
SUMMER STORMWATER BMPs

Summer weather brings expanded operations, increased outdoor activity, and more 
frequent maintenance work across industrial facilities. These factors place added stress 
on stormwater systems, making seasonal Best Management Practices (BMPs) especially 
important. By focusing on key summer risk areas, facility operators can protect both 
their site and the downstream environment.

One of the most common summertime challenges is debris accumulation. Warm, dry 
months create higher volumes of wind‑blown trash, packaging materials, pallets, and 
vegetation waste. When these materials collect near storm drains or loading areas, they 
can obstruct flow and introduce pollutants into the stormwater system. Tenants should 
increase the frequency of sweeping, empty outdoor waste bins regularly, and ensure 
materials are properly secured to prevent scatter.

Summer is also a peak season for equipment use and vehicle activity. Forklifts, trucks, 
heavy machinery, and fleet vehicles typically see higher operating hours, which increases 
the potential for leaks and small spills. Implementing preventive BMPs is essential: 
maintain clear fueling areas, provide spill containment around storage tanks, and keep 
absorbent materials stocked and accessible. Regular pavement sweeping helps remove 
oils, metal shavings, and fine particulates before they can be washed into storm drains.

Material storage practices take on heightened importance as temperatures rise. Heat 
can degrade containers, increase evaporation of volatile chemicals, and elevate the risk 
of spills. All outdoor materials, including oils, chemicals, bulk solids, and waste products, 
should be stored under cover or within secondary containment. Pallets and drums should 
be elevated off the ground to prevent contact with stormwater, and lids must remain 
securely closed at all times.

By emphasizing debris control, spill prevention, vegetation management, proper storage, 
and employee awareness, tenants can reduce stormwater risks during the summer 
months. These actions strengthen compliance, protect facility operations, and contribute 
to healthier waterways throughout the season.

The Port is hosting two upcoming Stormwater Training Sessions for Tenants at the 
Portside Room.

Tues, August 4th  |  9am – 10am
Tues, September 15th  |  9am – 10am

Please RSVP to Karen Romero (kromero@stocktonport.com) if interested in attending.
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BIKES FOR WASHINGTON ELEMENTARY 
STUDENTS DURING TESTING SEASON

PORT HISTORY PRESENTATION AT JOHN 
MCCANDLESS STEM CHARTER

WASHINGTON ELEMENTARY  
8TH GRADE CELEBRATION

OWL PRESENTATION AT NATIVE  
AMERICAN INDIAN CENTER

San Joaquin County Office of Education Tour

On May 26, 2026, the Port of Stockton welcomed 
members of the San Joaquin County Office of 
Education (SJCOE) STEM, Workforce Development, 
and Innovation division for an educational tour  
highlighting the Port's role as a major economic 
engine and career destination in the region. The 
tour provided an opportunity to strengthen the 
partnership between the Port of Stockton and  
SJCOE by connecting education with real world  
workforce opportunities. 

Following the tour, SJCOE shared, "We are grateful for the Port's partnership and look 
forward to continuing to build this connection between the Port, education, and workforce 
development in San Joaquin County."

Wetland Restoration Project

Located within the Port of Stockton’s East Complex, the Port-constructed South Ditch 
Wetland helps remove contaminants from stormwater while providing valuable native 
habitat for both terrestrial and aquatic species. This engineered, half-acre wetland serves 
as a small green oasis within an otherwise concrete stormwater conveyance channel. Its 
key objectives include treating stormwater runoff, creating native habitat, promoting 
groundwater recharge, and providing resiliency and adaptability to climate change.

Fully established in 2023, the wetland now 
supports hundreds of individual plants 
representing 13 native species. Stormwater 
monitoring conducted before and after 
project establishment suggests that the 
wetland is helping to reduce contaminants.  
The Port is planning additional targeted 
monitoring efforts to better understand its  
long-term performance.

Harmful Algal Blooms Dredging Project

Baseline sampling conducted monthly throughout 
2025 revealed that bottom sediments at planned 
dredge locations contained high concentrations of 
overwintering cyanobacteria that can seed summer 
CHABs and elevated nutrients that can fuel bloom 
development. A previously dredged site released 
substantially less nutrients from sediments than 
undredged shallow sites, supporting the idea that 
targeted sediment removal may help reduce conditions 
favorable to CHABs. Dredging operations are planned 
for fall 2026.

Cyanobacterial harmful algal blooms (CHABs) 
dominated by Microcystis are a persistent water 
quality challenge in the Sacramento-San Joaquin  
Delta. A collaborative study primarily funded by the  
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, with supplemental 
support from the Municipal Water Quality Investigations  
program and staff and vessel support from the 
Department of Water Resources and the Central 
Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board, is 
investigating whether targeted sediment dredging 
can reduce CHABs along the Stockton waterfront. 
Project partners also include the Port of Stockton, 
Robertson-Bryan Inc., Bend Genetics, UC Merced, 
the City of Stockton, and Restore the Delta. 

The Port of Stockton (Port) continues to make steady progress on its EPA Clean Ports 
Grant project, a transformative $110 million investment focused on modernizing port  
operations with zero‑emission equipment and infrastructure and improving local air 
quality. Since kicking off the project at the end of 2025, the Port team has been making 
progress by onboarding project partners and subawardees and is looking forward to 
commencing formal vendor procurements this summer. The Port is working closely 
with terminal operators, technical experts, and its procurement and engineering 
teams to validate the specific mix of advanced equipment and infrastructure that 
best meets operational needs while complying with all local, state,and federal 
requirements. Additionally, workforce development and community engagement are 
also key priorities of the project scope. The Port is working with key local partners on 
outreach and future implementation. Together, these efforts represent a major step 
toward cleaner goods movement, modernized port infrastructure, and long‑term 
environmental and economic benefits for the Port and surrounding communities.

EPA Clean Ports
GRANT UPDATE

Maritime Update

Effective June 1, 2026, Metro Ports assumed responsibilities as the Port’s Terminal Support  
Services stevedore. As the Port’s Terminal Support Services stevedore, Metro Ports will 
provide a range of marine terminal services, such as vessel tie-up and release operations, 
tanker vessel and barge hose connections, receipt of rice truck deliveries, and delivery of 
imported steel cargoes to trucks following vessel discharge.

Metro Ports brings a long and distinguished history to the Port. The company traces its 
roots to the stevedoring business of Allen & Young, founded by shipping fleet owner Captain 
Thomas Young during the California Gold Rush in the 1850s. The business was incorporated 
in 1901 as the California Stevedore and Ballast Company and was later renamed Metro 
Ports in the 1990s. Today, Metro Ports is one of the most experienced marine terminal and 
stevedoring operators on the US West Coast.

The selection of Metro Ports followed a comprehensive and highly competitive Request for  
Proposals (RFP) process conducted jointly by the Port’s Maritime Operations and Procurement  
Departments. Seven qualified firms submitted proposals for consideration. The resulting 
contract provides for an initial three-year term, with two optional one-year extensions.

METRO PORTS SELECTED AS THE PORT’S STEVEDORE

Employee Appreciation Events

“Recently, the Port enjoyed two employee appreciation events – a taco truck lunch fiesta and 
a coffee/baked goods cart for all team members to enjoy. These gatherings are a small token 
of appreciation and a way to say thank you for everything Port staff does. The hard work and 
dedication to the Port of Stockton makes a difference everyday – not just to the Port, but to the 
San Joaquin Valley and beyond. Thank you Port staff for being valued members of our team.”

— Kirk DeJesus
Port Director 

On June 8, 2026, the Port held its Third Annual Golf Tournament to benefit the Boggs 
Tract community! The tournament was another tremendous success, thanks to the 
incredible efforts of the event's sponsors, volunteers, and participants. Their generosity 
and dedication made this event truly memorable once again. We were honored to have 
Washington Elementary School, The Edible Schoolyard Project, and the Boggs Tract 
Community Center speak at the reception and share how support from events like this 
continues to make a meaningful difference in the community.

THIRD ANNUAL

Port of Stockton Golf Tournament
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As Washington Elementary Principal Sophy Reese shared, 

"Washington Elementary School is incredibly grateful for the longstanding partnership and 
support of the Port of Stockton. The funds raised through the golf tournament provide our 
students and staff with classroom supplies, teacher resources, clothing, and incentives that 
help motivate students to do their best. The Port's commitment to education and community 
engagement has made a meaningful and lasting impact on our school community. Thank you!"

As this annual tradition continues to grow, we are grateful to everyone who helped make 
the Third Annual Golf Tournament a success. We look forward to continuing to support 
the Boggs Tract community for years to come.
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