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NS-2 Dewatering Operations

®  Avoid dewatering discharges where possible by using the water for dust control, by
infiltration, ete.

Implementation

®  Dewatering non-stormwater cannot be discharged without prior notice to and approval from
the Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) and local stormwater management
agency. This includes stormwater that is co-mingled with groundwater or other non-
stormwater sources. Once the discharge is allowed, appropriate BMPs must be implemented
to ensure the discharge complies with all permit requirements and regional and watershed-
specific requirements.

®  RWQCB may require a separate NPDES permit prior to the dewatering discharge of non-
stormwater. These permits will have specific testing, monitoring, and discharge
requirements and can take significant time to obtain.

s The flow chart shown in Figure 1 should be utilized to guide dewatering operations.
®  The owner will coordinate monitoring and permit compliance.

® Additional permits or permissions from other agencies may be required for dewatering
cofferdams or diversions,

= Dewatering discharges must not cause erosion at the discharge point.

A variety of methods can be used to treat water during dewatering operations. Several devices
are presented below and provide options to achieve sediment removal. The size of particles
present in the sediment and Permit or receiving water limitations on sediment are key
considerations for selecting sediment treatment option(s); in some cases, the use of multiple
devices may be appropriate.

Sediment Basin (see also SE-2)

Description:

= Asediment basin is a temporary basin with a controlled release structure that is formed by
excavation or construction of an embankment to detain sediment-laden runoff and allow

sediment to settle out before discharging Sediment basins are generally larger than
Sediment Traps (SE-3).

Appropriate Applications:
s Effective for the removal of gravel, sand, silt, some metals that settle out with the sediment,
and trash.

Implementation:
®  Excavation and construction of related facilities is required.

» Temporary sediment basins must be fenced if safety is a concern.

m  Outlet protection is required to prevent erosion at the outfall location.

2of11 California Stormwater BMP Handbook January 2003
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